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The	Seekers,	the	Scoffers	and	the	Slow	
Mark	8:1-21	

In	the	Gospel	of	Mark,	we	have	
eye-witness	accounts	of	Jesus,	His	
mission	and	how	people	respond	
to	Him.	We	come	face	to	face	with	
humanity…shades	of	the	good,	the	
bad	and	the	ugly.	For	everyone	
suffers	from	a	heart	of	
sin…headed	for	eternity	without	
God	(Mk	7:23,	Rom	3:23).	But	there	is	a	
real	hero	and	a	real	hope.	It	all	
comes	down	to	the	choices	people	
make	about	Jesus.	My	hope	is	that	
we	will	learn	from	the	seekers,	the	
scoffers	and	the	slow,	to	make	the	
best	choice	of	all.	
Pray	
	

Review:	In	Galilee	Jesus	has	
declared	that	sins	of	the	heart	
cannot	be	cleansed	with	washing	
rituals.	This	is	radical.	It	stikes	at	
the	heart	of	their	religion.	So	Jesus	
takes	them	right	out	of	Israel,	
through	the	land	of	the	‘unclean’	
(Gentiles).	And	He	shows	His	
disciples	that	God’s	first	concern	is	
the	heart.	In	the	land	of	Israel’s	
enemies,	He	heals	a	Phoenician	
woman’s	daughter	because	her	
heart	was	ready	to	receive	
(humble	and	believing).	We	join	
Jesus	after	a	circuit	on	foot	of	
more	than	400	km	ending	in	the	
Decapolis	after	He	heals	a	Gentile	
deaf	and	mute	man.		

Show	Map	
8:1-3	Compassion	for	Seekers	
Jesus	has	a	gut-wrenching	care	for	
these	people.	God	hates	to	send	
seeking	people	home	hungry	and	
weak.	
Who	are	the	seekers?		
In	this	case,	mainly	Gentiles;	
curious,	hopeful,	spiritually	
hungry	people	from	many	nations.	
People	who	go	through	great	
difficulty…sacrificing	personal	
comfort	to	be	with	Him	in	the	
wild.		
[Makes	me	wonder	why	some	
people	think	its	a	good	idea	to	
water	down	the	Gospel	(soft-
pedaling	sin)	and	increase	
entertainment	so	seeking	God	
might	be	fun	and	effortless.]	
There	is	no	mention	of	grumbling	
about	accommodations	or	
provisions	from	these	seekers.	
The	banquet	Jesus	supplies	for	
heart	and	soul	drowns	out	the	
stomach.	Seekers	have	high	hopes	
of	Jesus	even	when	the	cultural	
system	is	against	Him.		
God	knows	the	distance	we	have	
come	and	the	trouble	we’ve	been	
through.	He	knows	the	authorities	
of	this	world	try	to	make	us	feel	
like	uneducated,	desperate	and	
narrow-minded	people.	He	knows	
where	we	live…like	the	church	in	
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Pergamum	(Rev	2:13)	close	to	Satan’s	
activity.	God	knows	and	cares.	
But	are	we	still	seeking	God	
earnestly…like	we	did	at	first?	
Psalm	34:10	The	lions	may	grow	
weak	and	hungry	but	those	who	
seek	the	Lord	lack	no	good	thing.	
The	seekers	must	have	had	a	some	
faith.	For	without	faith	it	is	
impossible	to	please	God,	because	
anyone	who	comes	to	Him	must	
believe	that	He	exists	and	that	He	
rewards	those	who	earnestly	seek	
Him.	Heb	11:6	
I	have	found	a	peace	that	passes	
understanding	while	in	a	place	of	
faith…out	on	a	limb.	Not	holding	to	
a	trunk	of	worldly	securities.	Its	
that	place	where	we	wait	upon	the	
Lord	(Is	40:31)	and	taste	and	see	that	
God	is	good	(1	Pet	2:3).		
Story:	Teacher	to	Pastor	
Back	in	spring	1997,	I	believed	
God	had	new	work	for	me	but	
there	was	no	solid	proof.	I	was	in	
the	middle	of	no	man’s	land…	
When	my	assumed	plan	fell	took	a	
turn	for	the	worse,	at	first	I	
scrambled	in	my	own	strength.	
Valiant	effort,	but	I	realized	God	
had	something	else….so	I	delayed	
signing	the	school	contract	and	
waited.	
Then	a	couple	days	later…an	
unexpected	phone	call	–	an	old	
friend	who	had	become	a	pastor	
calling	me	up	to	apply	for	their	FT	

youth	pastor	position.	Why?	I	had	
shown	care	to	his	son.	How	was	I	
to	know	that	kindness	would	later	
change	my	life?		
	

And	so	the	path	of	faith	has	some	
unexpected	turns	but	we	find	in	
the	end	that…God	is	good.	
Read	8:4	
Now	the	doubters…they	miss	out	
on	the	blessing	of	realizing	God’s	
got	their	back.	You	might	notice	in	
the	first	miracle	feeding	(Mk	6:30ff)	
that	after	one	day	in	the	
wilderness	with	the	Jews,	the	
disciples	come	to	Jesus	concerned	
for	the	people’s	health	(send	them	
away	to	eat).	Here	among	the	
Gentiles,	no	mention	of	care	after	
3	days!	And	when	Jesus	finally	
brings	it	up	they	shrug	their	
shoulders	with	no	memory	of	the	
last	feeding	miracle.	But	there	is	a	
positive	here.	At	least	the	disciples	
don’t	treat	Jesus	like	some	Genie.	
Some	people	act	like	they	can	
dictate	to	God	their	terms	of	faith.	
In	the	Gospel	of	Mark,	demanding	
miracles	is	a	sign	of	Jesus’	
opponents,	not	His	followers.	
So	Jesus	patiently	walks	them	
through	His	way	of	providing	in	
the	wilderness	again.	
	

8:5-9	Second	Feeding	Miracle	
There	is	a	pattern	of	numbers	
used	in	these	two	feedings	but	this	
kind	of	symbolism	is	not	an	
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emphasis	in	Mark’s	Gospel.	The	12	
leftover	baskets	in	the	first	feeding	
could	be	adding	emphasis	to	God	
blessing	the	‘new’	Israel.	The	
number	7	often	means	fullness	or	
completion…the	gospel	opening	to	
all	nations.	John	3:16	
Truly	the	main	point	is	that	Jesus	
does	what	only	God	can	do.	And	
even	for	those	we	might	think	are	
enemies	of	God.	All	the	people	
were	satisfied.	Jews	and	Gentiles	
alike.	Through	Jesus,	there	is	
enough	forgiveness	to	bring	life	to	
the	entire	world.	But	many	won’t	
believe.	
Now	we	go	from	mountain	top	to	
trial.	After	enjoying	the	provision	
of	God	and	landing	back	on	the	
shores	of	their	homeland,	they	
meet	the	scoffers.	
	

8:10-11	Skeptics	testing	and	
tempting	
What	is	this	sign	from	heaven?	It	
is	God’s	revealed	will.	Like	when	
Jesus	was	baptized	and	heaven	
was	ripped	open.	God’s	voice	was	
heard	and	His	Spirit	descending	
like	a	dove.	More	specifically,	the	
skeptics	demand	God’s	
confirmation	that	He	is	beginning	
to	deliver	Israel	from	her	enemies	
through	Jesus.	But	when	we	
understand	the	whole	Gospel,	
Jesus	became	flesh	to	be	the	
sacrifice	for	our	sin	and	the	way	to	

life	everlasting,	adopted	by	God.	It	
is	His	return	visit	that	will	be	in	
triumph	as	conquering	king.	We	
find	a	specific	example	of	the	
skeptic’s	demand	for	a	sign	when	
Jesus	was	on	the	cross;	“Let	Him	
come	down	from	the	cross	and	then	
we	will	believe	(Mk	15:32).”	And	of	
course	this	would	not	be	the	
Father’s	will.	It	would	suspend	the	
ransom	price	(1	Tim	2:6)	for	our	sin	–	
the	only	way	that	God’s	wrath	(Rom	
5:9)	for	our	sin	can	be	satisfied.	
Read	8:12	
3	reasons	why	Jesus	did	not	grant	
the	skeptic’s	demand:	
1. The	demand	comes	from	the	
wrong	people.	“This	
generation”	is	the	one	that	
holds	to	the	tradition	of	men	
more	than	the	heart	of	God’s	
law.	They	are	faithless.	Their	
motive	for	testing	is	to	
embarrass	and	discredit	Him.	
They	are	deluded	into	thinking	
that	they	can	dictate	to	God	the	
conditions	for	proof.		

2. They	want	the	kind	of	proof	
that	would	replace	faith.	
Rational	belief	is	like	depending	
on	gravity.	Trust	believes	even	
when	there	is	no	objective	
evidence.	We	believe	the	truth	
of	Christ	on	the	cross	for	our	sin	
and	the	empty	tomb	and	
ascension	for	eternal	
life…without	having	been	there.		
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Do	we	shrink	from	sharing	the	
Gospel	because	we	are	
concerned	we	won’t	satisfy	the	
kind	of	proof	our	generation	
demands?		
Our	most	powerful	evidence	is	
our	living	testimony	lining	up	
with	Christ’s	commands.	They	
will	know	we	are	Christians	by	
our	love…the	love	of	God	is	the	
most	excellent	way.	

3. Satan	used	the	same	tactic	to	
tempt	Jesus.	They	want	Him	to	
jump	through	hoops	to	gain	
their	approval,	rather	than	obey	
the	Father.	

	

This	time	Jesus	walks	away	–	
separating	Himself	from	them.	
Previously,	He	had	carefully	
defended	His	actions	and	
demonstrated	His	authority…even	
warned	them.	This	reminds	me	of	
Jesus’	teaching	in	the	Sermon	on	
the	Mount	in	Matt	7:6,	where	He	
gives	an	example	of	showing	
discernment:	“Do	not	give	dogs	
what	is	sacred;	do	not	throw	your	
pearls	to	pigs.	If	you	do,	they	may	
trample	them	under	their	feet,	and	
turn	and	tear	you	to	pieces. The	
swine	are	the	ones	who	ridicule	
and	blaspheme	when	the	Gospel	
has	been	presented.	With	God’s	
wisdom	we	will	know	when	to	
move	on.	According	to	Mark’s	
Gospel,	this	will	be	the	last	time	

Jesus	interacts	with	the	Pharisees	
in	Galilee.		
No	opportunity	is	wasted	with	
Jesus.	Afterward…perhaps	during	
the	boat	ride	back	–	He	turns	the	
skeptic’s	demand	and	the	
disciple’s	fumble	with	bread	
provisions	into	an	object	lesson.	
	

8:13-15	Debriefing	the	Disciples	
I	found	that	in	the	Old	Testament,	
leaven	symbolized	the	spreading	
power	of	evil.	This	is	not	the	same	
as	yeast,	the	ingredient	that	makes	
dough	rise	so	nicely.	No,	leaven	is	
more	dangerous.	It	was	produced	
by	keeping	back	a	piece	of	the	
previous	week’s	dough,	storing	it	
in	suitable	conditions,	and	adding	
juices	to	promote	the	process	of	
fermentation.	It	could	easily	
become	tainted	and	spread	poison	
with	the	rest	of	the	dough.	The	
tainted	bread	would	be	used	again	
as	a	rising	agent	for	the	next	
batch…nasty. David Garland, NIV Application 
Commentary, 310.		

The	Pharisees	and	Herod	did	not	
believe	God’s	kingdom	was	near	in	
Jesus.	Nor	were	they	repentant.	
Both	would	have	blood	on	their	
hands	for	murdering	God’s	
witnesses.	And	both	sought	to	
have	Jesus	fulfill	their	demands	for	
proof.	(Herod,	Lk	23:8).	
Their	leaven	is	the	spread	of	
unbelief…a	hardened	heart	that	
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leads	to	death.	So	what	do	the	12	
closest	disciples	think	Jesus	is	
warning	them	about?	
	

8:16	Arrested	Development	
Like	typical	men,	they’re	focused	
on	one	thing	at	a	time.	Distracted	
from	hearing	God’s	Son	quibbling	
over	who	forgot	to	bring	enouph	
food	for	their	next	meal.	
Sometimes	we	make	our	problems	
the	center	of	the	universe	don’t	
we?	
Their	failure	to	understand	shows	
us	how	important	God’s	
indwelling	Spirit	is.	Left	to	human	
wisdom,	we	would	be	just	as	slow	
or	worse	yet…deny	God’s	Spirit	
and	refigure	the	Bible	into	our	
own	thinking…like	the	JWs.	But	
believers	be	warned	too:	we	can	
easily	sink	back	to	our	selfish	
thinking	and	this	grieves	the	Holy	
Spirit.	Instead,	stay	in	
conversation	with	God;	praying	
and	in	His	Word	daily	–	lest	our	
hearts	and	minds	become	slow	
and	dull	too.	Please	keep	
gathering	with	the	believers	–	our	
spiritual	family.	It’s	so	
encouraging	to	be	with	you	(Heb	
10:25).	
Well,	the	disciples	totally	missed	
the	point.	It’s	almost	laughable	
that	they	are	so	concerned	about	
food	when	the	provider	is	sitting	
right	next	to	them.	Jesus	doesn’t	

pat	them	on	the	head,	“that’s	ok.”	
	

8:17-21	Working	with	the	Slow	
Jesus	is	passionate	about	training	
the	12.	And	like	a	great	coach,	He	
expects	more	from	them…but	He	
doesn’t	give	up.		
Don’t	give	up	on	one	another.	If	
we	learn	anything	here,	11	of	
these	distracted,	hard-hearted,	
blind	and	deaf	knuckleheads	
become	apostles	on	fire	for	God.	A	
fire	that	still	burns	today.	
Are	they	incredibly	slow?		
Do	you	find	sometimes	that	the	
person	you	are	trying	to	teach	
about	following	Jesus	is	forgetful,	
hard-hearted,	blind	and	deaf?	
You’re	in	good	company.		
God	is	not	finished	with	us.		
Look	to	Jesus.		
Obey	Jesus’	command…especially	
Love	God	with	all	your	heart,	soul,	
mind	and	strength;	Love	others	as	
yourself	in	the	power	and	wisdom	
of	the	Holy	Spirit.		
If	you	are	a	seeker:	Jesus	is	the	
way	the	truth	and	the	life	
A	skeptic?	Lay	down	pride	and	
you	will	see	Jesus	in	a	new	light.		
Slow?	“Wake	up,	sleeper,	rise	from	
the	dead,	and	Christ	will	shine	on	
you.”	
Be	very	careful,	then,	how	you	
live—not	as	unwise	but	as	wise,	
making	the	most	of	every	
opportunity,	because	the	days	are	
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evil.	Therefore	do	not	be	foolish,	but	
understand	what	the	Lord’s	will	is.	
Do	not	get	drunk	on	wine,	which	
leads	to	debauchery.	Instead,	be	
filled	with	the	Spirit,	speaking	to	
one	another	with	psalms,	hymns,	
and	songs	from	the	Spirit.	Sing	and	
make	music	from	your	heart	to	the	
Lord,	always	giving	thanks	to	God	
the	Father	for	everything,	in	the	
name	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ.	Eph	
5:14-20	
Amen	
	


