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Authority	to	Forgive	Nov	15,	2015	
	

Intro:	Last	Sunday	we	noticed	how	
the	first	four	disciples	responded	
to	Jesus’	call	to	come	and	
follow…completely	trusting,	
completely	loyal.	They	were	‘all	in’.		
Mark	then	moves	to	a	24	day	in	the	
life	of	Jesus	with	His	first	disciples,	
in	Capernaum.	It’s	an	amazing	
introduction	to	Jesus’	power	and	
authority.	And	it	culminates	in	the	
revelation	that	Jesus’	key	to	
making	the	most	of	His	time	on	
earth	(ours	too)	is	keeping	His	
appointments	with	the	Father.	
Even	if	it’s	in	the	wee	hours	of	the	
morning	while	it’s	still	dark	and	no	
one	is	up.		
I	preached	this	section	recently	to	
begin	the	Redeeming	Time	Series	
so	we	will	be	going	right	to	
Chapter	2.		
	

Before	we	begin	you	need	to	know	
that	several	days	before,	Jesus	had	
healed	a	Leper.	His	instructions	
were	for	the	healed	man	to	follow	
the	proper	channels	–	show	
himself	clean	to	the	priests	and	
undergo	the	cleansing	and	
observation	rituals:	gaining	their	
stamp	of	‘clean’	before	re-entering	
society.	It	was	the	right	thing	to	do.	
But	there	was	another	equally	
important	instruction…don’t	tell	
anyone	else.	Ha.	He	blabbed	
everywhere.	So	much	so,	that	it	

was	like	Jesus	had	traded	places	
with	the	Leper.	Now	Jesus	had	to	
seek	out	lonely	places.	While	the	
Leper	was	free	to	go	anywhere	
(and	a	big	story	to	share	too).		
If	all	He	came	for	was	a	healing	
show…fine.	But	we	learned	in	
Mark	1:38	(back	in	Sept)	that	
Jesus’	mission	right	now	was	to	
preach.	Healing	and	casting	out	
demons	were	to	demonstrate	the	
authority	of	the	Father’s	word	in	
Him	and	the	Holy	Spirit	resting	on	
Him.	
The	unwanted	publicity	hindered	
Jesus’	movements	and	goal	to	
preach	and	train	His	new	disciples.	
Now	when	He’s	recognized,	the	
word	goes	out	and	crowds	
gather...not	for	His	primary	
mission	to	preach	repentance	and	
faith.	Nice	way	of	saying	thank	you,	
eh?	
	

Jesus	fame	as	a	preacher	and	
miracle	worker	is	spreading	across	
the	land	but	not	everyone	is	
pleased	to	hear	the	news.	Dark	
clouds	are	gathering	in	the	
distance.	Get	ready	for	a	series	of	
conflicts	that	reveal	the	heart	and	
intent	of	the	religious	
authorities…a	clash	of	kingdoms.	
	

Pray	&	Read	Mark	2:1-12	
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V1-2	Jesus	is	Jam	Packed	at	
Home	in	Capernaum	
Jesus’	home	base	has	moved	from	
Nazareth	(nowhere)	to	Capernaum	
on	the	north	shore	of	lake	Galilee.	
It	might	be	his	own	house	or	he	
stayed	at	Simon	Peter’s.	It	was	a	
modest	home	-	packed	inside	and	
surround	with	all	kinds,	the	
religious	leaders,	the	curious,	
those	desperate	for	hope,	and	
some	disciples.	Perhaps	future	
disciples.		
Imagine	you	are	one	of	the	few	
who	found	out	early	enough	to	
have	a	seat	in	the	shade…or	even	
in	the	same	room	as	Jesus.	The	
closest	to	Jesus	were	probably	
those	automatically	honored	by	
the	people…the	teachers	of	law	
and	such.	Maybe	you	were	up	
while	dark	and	made	a	long	
journey.	You	feel	the	heat	and	
press	of	bodies.	You	smell	the	
spices…and	other	odors,	but	you	
have	such	a	good	seat	you’re	
staying	put	to	see	what	
happens…to	hear	words	with	
power.	Power	you	hope	from	God	
finally	showing	favor	on	His	people	
again.	Perhaps	you’ve	come	
limping	from	chronic	pain.	The	
years	wearing	you	down.	Perhaps	
you	come	because	of	the	sickness	
in	your	heart.	And	just	know	that	
Jesus	is	God’s	new	servant	to	
cleanse	people	from	their	sin.	

As	it	seems	to	be	His	custom,	Jesus	
preaches	first.	Everyone	is	
listening…waiting.	A	little	stir	on	
the	street,	way	back	in	the	crowd.	
People	trying	to	get	through.	
“What	do	they	expect?	Come	
earlier	next	time.	Doubt	that	thing	
can	even	get	through	the	door	with	
someone	on	it.”	
But	who	knows	if	there	will	be	a	
next	time?		
They	get	closer	to	the	entrance	but	
then	no	further.	No	one	budges.	
The	sea	of	people	do	not	part	at	
the	entrance.		
	

V3-4	Overcoming	Obstacles	
There	were	a	group	of	them	and	4	
determined	people	carried	the	
paralyzed	man.	We	can	only	
imagine	why.	The	fantastic	four	
refuse	to	be	denied	of	their	goal	
when	they	finally	reach	within	
sight	of	the	door	and	are	met	by	an	
unmoving	wall	of	people.	They	
continue	bearing	their	burden	
around	the	side	of	the	house	and	
up	the	steep	stairs…a	feat	of	
balance,	strength	and	endurance.	
Risky.	Don’t	think	that	building	
was	up	to	code	there,	folks.	
Now	what?	He’s	still	in	the	middle	
of	teaching.		

As	quiet	as	they	can,	they	
pulled	back	the	straw	covered	mud	
and	branches.	Imagine	you	found	
your	seat	right	behind	the	honored	
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religious	leaders	and	to	your	
horror…or	perhaps	amusement,	a	
cake	of	dried	mud	falls	right	on	the	
town	law	keeper’s	lap.	Another	
just	misses	the	preacher!	Then	
quietly	and	steadily	a	man	on	a	
stretcher	is	being	lowered	with	
ropes	and	you	can	see	the	feet	of	
four	men	above…surrounding	the	
hole	they	made.	A	dramatic	but	
silent	plea	for	healing.		

Someone	nicknamed	these	
men:	Sympathy,	Cooperation,	
Originality,	and	Persistence.	(William	
McDonald).	We	could	all	use	friends	
like	that.	Determined	to	carry	us	to	
Jesus.		
	

Are	we	willing	to	be	carried	by	the	
faith	of	others?		
There	are	certainly	times	in	my	life	
as	a	pastor	where	I	felt	carried	by	
the	prayers	and	support	of	others.	
And	you	have	been	a	great	
encouragement	to	me…even	when	
I	lack.	This	is	what	will	get	us	
through	obstacles	together.	A	
willingness	to	carry	one	another	to	
Jesus.		
But	we	cannot	get	the	help	if	no	
one	knows…and	it’s	humbling	to	
admit	it.	Yet	don’t	we	find	others	
are	relieved	and	joyful	to	respond?	
	

Would	we	risk	ridicule	or	
‘breaking	the	customs’	for	our	
faith?	Or	put	ourselves	at	risk	to	

help	another	to	experience	Jesus’	
love	and	power?		
	

Jesus	interrupted…Again	
This	is	not	the	first	time	in	Mark’s	
gospel	that	Jesus	is	interrupted.	
Jesus	is	not	exasperated…and	
neither	should	we.	He	sees	men	of	
faith…willing	to	risk	ridicule	and	
safety…believing	Jesus	could	make	
a	difference.	He	handles	their	bold	
move	with	a	surprising	statement.		
	

V5	‘Your	sins	are	forgiven’	
Imagine	you	are	the	paralyzed	
person	laying	before	
Jesus…helpless	but	hopeful.	
Shaken	but	not	doubting.	Because	
you	believe	Jesus	is	God’s	servant.	
You	believe	He	can	heal	your	body	
but	inside	you	know	that	God	is	
more	concerned	about	your	heart	
sick	with	sin.	You	have	been	
unable	to	enter	the	waters	of	
repentance	with	John.	You	hear	of	
another…even	more	powerful.	
Now	you’re	close	enough	to	touch	
Him.	Jesus	looks	right	into	your	
soul	and	sees	your	greatest	need.	
The	greatest	need	of	all	
people…including	those	who	
would	bring	about	destruction,	
chaos	and	murder.	Forgiveness	
from	God.	
Do	we	yearn	to	be	the	man	on	the	
mat…because	we	need	to	hear	
Jesus	say	you’re	forgiven?		
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V6-7	Blaspheming!	
	
The	teachers	of	the	law	had	a	
purpose	to	discern	how	God’s	law	
was	being	interpreted.	They	
worked	in	concert	with	the	
Pharisees	who	oversaw	the	
practice	of	God’s	laws	in	everyday	
life…to	keep	Israel	pure.	
Unfortunately	their	interpretation	
had	become	polluted	with	legalism	
rather	than	faith.	Pride	over	love.		
If	they	were	talking	about	anyone	
else	on	the	planet,	they	would	be	
right	about	blasphemy.	Jesus	is	
announcing	what	only	God	could	
know	and	do.		
But	they	suffered	from	a	hardened	
heart.	They	are	totally	missing	out.	
They	are	blinded	from	seeing	
God’s	saving	activity	and	who	
Jesus	really	was…despite	all	the	
signs:	authoritative	preaching,	
authority	over	demons,	true	
compassion,	authority	over	
disease,	authority	to	forgive	sins.	
He	could	even	read	their	hearts.		
	

Sometimes	hearts	are	just	hard.	
What	do	you	do…when	your	acts	
of	compassion	are	met	with	
skepticism	and	disapproval?	Or	
when	you’re	whole	identity…your	
faith	is	called	into	question?	
Do	you	compromise…appease?		
Jesus	didn’t	compromise.	He	set	up	
a	course	correction	in	thinking	

about	God	and	continued	as	a	
servant	of	God:	Preaching	and	
ministering.	
Let	us	not	become	a	skeptical	
observer	or	judgmental	expert	in	
the	face	of	God’s	unmerited	favor.		
	

V9-11	I	have	God’s	Authority	
“He skirts the issue of blasphemy 
with a riddling question of his own, 
in effect saying, “Which is easier, to 
make a theological pronouncement 
about the forgiveness of sins or to 
provide empirical proof that the 
man’s sins have indeed been 
forgiven by virtue of his ability to 
get up and walk away?” (David 
Garland) 
Jesus	fulfilled	the	OT	law	regarding	
a	prophet	from	God	(Deut	18:22)	
by	backing	up	His	words	with	
proof.	He	isn’t	just	blowing	hot	
air…he	demonstrates	His	authority	
to	forgives	sin	are	based	on	grace.	
This	would	be	quite	a	shock	for	the	
law	experts…not	even	the	law	
could	authorized	forgiveness	
based	on	grace.	
	

‘Son	of	Man’v10	
Jesus	discerned	that	the	religious	
leaders	were	becoming	skeptical	
and	even	hostile	toward	Him.	He	
delayed	His	full	revelation	to	
them…He	used	‘Son	of	Man’	so	that	
He	could	accomplish	the	task	set	
before	Him	by	the	Father.	In	the	
Bible	we	find	that	Jesus	was	fully	
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God…yet	voluntarily	became	a	
servant…fully	man.	God	incarnate.	
	

V12	Faith	VS.	Amazement	
Faith:	Mark	reveals	that	Jesus	is	on	
a	difficult	mission.	The	people	who	
should	be	on	track	with	Him…who	
should	join	him,	are	against	Him.	
Even	people	he’s	helped	have	
missed	the	message	or	made	it	
more	difficult	for	Him.	But	every	
once	in	a	while	there	is	a	ray	of	
hope	from	unexpected	people.	
Jesus	discerned	that	the	paralyzed	
man	met	the	requirements	God	
required	for	His	nearness:	
repentance	and	faith.	Jesus	offered	
the	hinge	of	the	whole	Gospel…a	
new	relationship	with	God	
beginning	with	forgiveness.	Our	
source	of	faith,	hope	and	love.		
	

Amazement:		
The	crowd	was	impacted	by	the	
authority	and	power	Jesus	
displayed.	But	the	most	desired	
impact	that	Jesus	was	looking	for	
was	missing.	Jesus	was	preaching	
repentance	and	faith.	Amazement	
is	something	you	see	for	the	first	
time	and	it	surprises…even	shocks	
you.	It’s	entertaining	but	it	doesn’t	
change	your	life	to	take	a	new	path	
toward	grace	and	truth.		
Church,	our	gatherings	can	digress	
into	entertainment	if	we	are	
focused	on	getting…rather	than	
humbly	giving	God	our	trust.	Jesus	

always	served	the	
Father…demonstrating	complete	
trust.	Our	worship	can	turn	from	
an	appropriate	response	of	awe,	
thankfulness	and	love…to	self-
gratification	and	entertainment	
when	we	leave	out	that	game-
changing	ingredient…servant	
heart.	
And	this	is	what	gets	me	pumped	
up	each	Sunday	I	spend	with	you.	I	
see	in	many	of	you	a	servant	heart.	
Responsive	to	Jesus…expressed	in	
your	care	and	service	to	one	
another	and	in	this	community.	
That	is	what	will	help	God	melt	the	
skeptic’s	heart	and	turn	the	
spectator	into	a	responder.		
	

Faith	and	Healing	
It	is	certainly	worth	spending	a	
whole	teaching	session	on	the	
themes	of	healing	and	faith,	
sickness	and	sin.	It	is	beyond	my	
focus	today.	I	just	briefly	add	that	
one	could	find	from	this	section	
that	Jesus’	chief	concern	is	the	
soul.	It	served	God’s	purpose	to	
heal	the	paralyzed	man.	Not	all	
forgiven	are	physically	healed.	
Would	you	rather	be	paralyzed	if	it	
meant	your	soul	is	well	with	God?	
Story	of	Joni	from	The	Prayer	of	
Jesus	by	Hank	Hanegraaff	(p13)	
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3	Responses	to	Jesus,	Son	of	
God:	Skepticism,	Faith,	
Amazement	
Who	do	you	identify	with:	The	
skeptic,	believer	or	amazed	
spectator?	
	

Forgiveness		
This	story	demonstrates	Jesus’	
authority	to	forgive	and	His	
willingness	to	forgive.	Really…this	
is	at	the	core	of	the	Gospel.	
	

Last	week	we	looked	at	the	
beginning	of	the	prayer	Jesus	
taught	-	a	reminder	to	hope	in	
God’s	reign	coming	to	earth…and	
now	in	our	hearts.	I’m	referring	to	
the	Lord’s	prayer	again	(Matt	6:9-13)	
“Forgive	us	or	debts,	as	we	also	
have	forgiven	our	debtors”	
Debts	here	means	sin,	right.	Not	a	
bank	account.	But	a	bank	account	
analogy	is	pretty	helpful	because	it	
also	reminds	us	that	the	wages	of	
sin	is	death	but	the	gift	of	God	is	
eternal	life,	through	Jesus	Christ	
our	Lord	(Rom	6:23).	Because	we	
have	one	who	speaks	to	the	Father	
in	our	defense	–	Jesus	Christ,	the	
Righeous	One.	He	is	the	atoning	
sacrifice	for	our	sins	and	not	only	
ours,	but	for	the	sins	of	the	whole	
world	(1	Jn	2:1-2)	
We	can’t	pay	this	debt	on	our	own	
can	we?	It’s	impossible.		
	

But	we	can	forgive.	And	it’s	clear	in	
Jesus’	prayer	that	it	is	expected	
and	affects	God’s	mercy	on	us.		
Forgiveness	can	be	hard…there’s	
pride	swallowing,	laying	down	our	
right	to	judge,	feel	sorry	for	
ourselves,	starving	ourselves	of	
juicy	bitterness	and	resentment.	
All	those	things	Satan	loves	us	to	
dwell	on.		
It’s	work	too.	
I	remember	when	we	lived	in	
Prince	George.	My	kids	were	2,	4	
and	6.	At	home	I’d	hear	a	
thud…then	crying.	Dad	to	the	
rescue.	OK	sometimes	annoyed	
interrupted	dad	reluctantly	
following	through	with	parenting:	
One	child	in	tears…or	maybe	2	or	
all	3.		
What	happened?		
Quick	explanation	
Why?	
Long	explanation	from	one,	two	or	
even	3.	
Are	you	sorry?	Have	you	said	so?	
Sorry…	
That’s	OK,	I	forgive	you	(after	
some	coaching).	
Hug…back	to	Play	
	

Then	it	happens	again:	Whack.	
Sometimes	I	just	wanted	peace	and	
short-circuited	the	whole	
thing…separate	them	or	some	
other	punishment.	Teaching	
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forgiveness	is	so	much	work	and	it	
wears	your	patience	down.	
Then	comes	the	day	when	I	hear	
‘the	sound’	and	I’m	on	my	
way…but	then	I	hear	that	most	
amazing	sound….	
Sorry.	Will	you	forgive	me?	
Tha,	tha,	that’s	ok.	I	forgive	you.	
Hug…back	to	Play	
Peace	and	warm	fuzziness	x	10.	
Oh	ya,	dad	had	to	ask	for	
forgiveness	too.	
My	children	don’t	really	know	how	
deeply	they	moved	me	with	their	
willingness	to	forgive	and	forget	
completely.	Someday	I	hope	they	
get	to	experience	being	parents	
and	that	amazing	love.	
Today	they	are	renting	a	house	
together…go	figure.	Super	proud	of	
them	and	what	God	is	doing	in	
their	lives.	It	is	God’s	undeserved	
favor.	
	

Read	Psalm	103:1-13	
God	has	compassion	on	us,	His	
children.	And	He	teaches	us	to	
forgive	too.	Forgiveness	is	a	big	
deal	to	God.		
Bonus	Section:	
One	day	Peter	asked	Jesus,	how	
many	times	must	I	forgive	my	
brother	when	he	sins	against	me?	
Up	to	7	times?	No…77	times.		
And	then	Jesus	told	a	parable	
about	a	servant	who	owed	his	
employer	the	king	10,000	talents	

(Matt	18:21-35).	60	million	
days…many	lifetimes	of	wages.	No	
way	he	could	pay	it.	He	was	going	
to	lose	all…including	his	family.	
The	king	listened	to	his	pleas	and	
cancelled	it.	Completely	forgiven,	
the	man	has	a	new	lease	on	life.		
That’s	like	Christ	paying	our	debt	
owed	from	sin.	We	have	a	new	
lease	on	life.	Are	we	going	to	pay	it	
forward?		
Unfortunately	the	guy	didn’t	take	it	
the	right	way.	He	couldn’t	handle	
being	at	someone	else’s	mercy.	
First	thing	he	did	was	find	a	co-
worker	who	owed	him	some	
money	and	grabbed	him	by	the	
throat	demanding	immediate	
payment.	He	had	the	poor	man	
thrown	into	prison	till	he	could	
repay	it.	Word	got	back	to	the	king.	
What	do	you	think	he	did?		
How	do	you	think	God	feels	when	
we	are	stingy	with	our	forgiveness	
and	would	rather	become	ill	
withholding	it?	
	
If	God	is	reminding	you	of	
someone	you	need	to	get	right	
with	and	forgive…or	apologize	to,	
take	care	of	it	today…this	week.	
Confess	it	to	God.		
1	John	1:9,	If	we	confess	our	sin	He	
is	faithful	and	just	and	will	forgive	
us	our	sins	and	cleans	us	from	all	
unrighteousness.	Don’t	let	your	
guilt	build	up	like	David	in	Psalm	
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32:3:	when	I	kept	silent,	my	bones	
wasted	through	my	groaning	all	
day	long.”	
Be	an	overcomer…like	the	men	
who	carried	the	paralytic	through	
the	crowd	and	up	the	stairs	and	
onto	the	roof	and	through	the	roof.	
Break	through	the	barrier	of	pride.	
Guilt	is	like	mold…the	surprise	
Tupperware	container	in	the	back	
of	the	fridge…so	nasty,	you’d	
rather	throw	the	whole	container	
out	but	you	don’t	because	
Tupperware	is	valuable.	Just	like	
taking	care	of	the	garden	of	your	
heart.	Forgiveness	is	valuable.		
	
Let	us	take	a	moment	in	quiet	
reflection…the	choice	Christ	made	
to	forgive…and	what	it	cost	Him.	
And	our	responsibility	to	pay	
forgiveness	forward…for	our	own	
good.	And	our	responsibility	to	go	
and	ask	for	forgiveness	as	God	
leads.	If	the	others	involved	are	
gone	now…bring	that	to	the	Lord.	
He	will	show	you	the	way	to	rest	
for	the	soul.	
	
We	can	trust	that	Jesus	made	the	
right	call…that	the	paralyzed	man	
was	ready	to	have	His	sins	
forgiven.		
Who	knows	what	became	of	the	
man	forgiven	and	healed.	Perhaps	
he	stayed	on	as	a	follower	and	
shared	the	gospel	with	many	

others.	Perhaps	we	will	meet	him	
and	hear	his	story.	Jesus	also	did	
many	other	things.	If	they	were	all	
written	down,	I	suppose	the	whole	
world	could	not	contain	the	books	
that	would	be	written (Jn	21:25) 
All	we	can	take	to	heaven	is	our	
story.	What’s	your	story	going	to	
be…a	story	of	forgiveness?	
	
Song:		
How	Great	is	our	God,		
How	Great	Thou	art	
	
Benediction:	
Go	and	pay	forgiveness	forward	
	


