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Calling	Outcasts	and	Sinners	Mark	2:13-17,	Nov	22,	15	
	

My	hope	is	that	by	studying	a	
gospel	we	would	be	unified	in	our	
growing	knowledge	of	Jesus	and	be	
encouraged	together	to	follow	Him	
in	Lillooet.	May	we	be	confident	
enough	to	say	we’re	here	to	help	
people	know	the	Gospel	about	
Jesus	Christ,	Son	of	God.		
We	continue	in	Mark	2.	The	dark	
clouds	of	opposition	are	continuing	
to	build.	The	first	conflict	with	the	
religious	elite	was	very	one-sided.	
Jesus	read	their	hearts.	He	
answered	their	accusing	question	
“where	do	you	get	the	
blasphemous	idea	that	you	can	
pronounce	a	person	forgiven?”	
Jesus’	answer:	“The	Son	of	Man	has	
God’s	authority	to	forgive	sins”.	
And	he	proved	His	authority	from	
God	by	predicting	the	healing	of	
the	paralyzed	man	in	front	of	Him	
and	instantly	fulfilling	it.	It’s	about	
forgiveness.	This	time	it’s	about	
accepting	and	outcasts	and	sinners.	
	

The	accusers’	question	is	spoken	
out	loud	this	time,	but	indirectly.	
It’s	one	of	the	oldest	tricks	in	the	
book	to	plant	seeds	of	doubt	
among	the	followers…pick	off	the	
weak	ones.	Will	they	succeed?	
	

Pray	&	Read	Mark	2:13-17	
	

V13	‘Once	Again’	
Jesus’	Ministry	Priorities	(so	far)	

• Obedience	(Baptism,	Testing,	
Moving	Headquarters)	

• Preaching	(synagogue,	home	in	
Capernaum,	out	in	public)	

• Compassion	(healing	&	casting	out	
demons)	–	even	to	His	disadvantage	

• Father	Time	
• Calling	disciples	

	

‘Jesus	went	out’	in	public	to	
preach	and	find	disciples.		
	

Let	us	not	ever	become	complacent	
by	thinking,	“if	we	build	it,	they	will	
come.”	Our	Lord	and	Savior	–	Son	
of	God	went	out	time	and	time	
again.	And	so	our	challenge	is	to	
open	our	calendars	for	God	to	send	
us	out	of	our	comfort	zones.	
It’s	been	my	observation	that	
defeated	Christians	give	up	being	
available	to	go	out	for	God.	Perhaps	
afraid	or	annoyed	of	change	-	
infringements	on	their	time	(time	
that	God	no	longer	rules).		
Some	just	don’t	feel	equipped	or	
encouraged.	We	are	going	to	see	in	
Mark’s	account	of	the	Gospel	that	
followers	don’t	always	get	it	right	
away.	Even	Peter	flat	out	denied	
knowing	Jesus…and	he	was	
reinstated.	We	don’t	just	wake	up	
fully	equipped.		
Scriptures	teach	us	to	press	on	to	
maturity	(Heb	6:1-2,	James	1:2-4).	
It’s	a	surrendering	and	growth	
process.	We	grow	in	faith	that	
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Christ	establishes	us	(Col	2:6-7)	so	
through	Him,	we	overcome	the	
world	(1	Jn	5:4).	Romans	12	is	
probably	the	most	concise	and	
comprehensive	treatment	of	what	
we	are	being	made	into-our	daily	
goal:	
1. Offering	our	whole	person	as	a	
living	sacrifice	(servant):	by	
renewing	our	mind	(in	the	
Word)	to	transform	us	from	
selfish	motives	to	knowing	the	
will	of	God.	(v1-2)	

2. Participate	fully	in	the	ministries	
of	the	local	believers	and	
according	to	the	grace	given	toe	
each	of	us…using	the	gifts	God	
has	given	us.	(v3-8)	

3. Be	devoted	to	the	believing	
family…especially	in	love,	as	this	
shows	in	the	way	we	honor,	
serve,	encourage	in	the	faith,	
share	and	invite.	(v9-13)	

4. Bless	all	those	around	
you…humbly	living	in	harmony	
whenever	possible…overcoming	
evil	with	good.	Blessing	even	
those	who	would	marginalize	us	
and	even	intimidate	us	for	our	
faith	for	it	is	God	who	has	the	
final	say.	(v14-21)	

	

V14	God’s	Appointment	w	Levi		
Many	crossing	the	Jordan	would	go	
through	the	thriving	town	of	
Capernaum,	rich	in	
resources…especially	fish.	

Capernaum	was	a	sweet	spot	for	
Herod	Antipas	to	collect	taxes.	
Anywhere	money	is	the	name	of	
the	game,	greed	is	not	far	behind.	
And	so	you	can	imagine	travelers	
and	merchants	crossing	the	Jordan	
at	Capernaum	were	not	happy	
paying	these	toll	collectors	-	aware	
there	were	‘extra	fees’	padding	the	
pockets	of	the	Roman	puppet	‘king	
of	the	Jews’	in	the	North.		Even	if	a	
collector	was	being	honest,	
reputation	preceded	them.		
On	top	of	this,	for	Levi,	it	was	
considered	spiritually	unclean	to	
mix	with	gentiles.	He	was	treated	
like	a	willing	defector	who	had	
turned	his	back	on	God.	But	it’s	a	
job	and	somebody	has	to	do	it.	
	

Just	like	today,	officials	who	walk	
the	streets	giving	people	parking	
tickets,	calling	the	tow	truck	or	
taking	money	at	toll	booths…have	
to	deal	with	an	angry	public.	There	
is	still	suspicion	over	how	much	
they	make	and	they	are	still	often	
treated	as	‘the	enemy’.	Hopefully,	
we	as	believers	don’t	treat	public	
servants	that	way…however	
unpleasant	their	role.	Even	if	they	
represent	a	government	you	never	
voted	for	and	you	have	to	pay	in	an	
area	that	used	to	be	free	to	use.	
Jesus	sets	the	example	here	by	
choosing	one	of	them.	It’s	a	job	and	
somebody	has	to	do	it.		
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But	Jesus	sees	beyond	the	job.	
	

The	last	place	a	good	Jew	would	be	
looking	to	recruit	associates	would	
be	a	tax-collecting	booth.		
Mark	doesn’t	mention	how	God	
prepared	Levi’s	heart….we	just	
know	he	was	ready	to	leave	his	
work	and	all	that	entails	(identity)	
to	follow	God’s	servant.	We	don’t	
have	to	be	a	great	detective	to	
gather	that	Levi	lived	in	the	same	
town	as	Jesus.	It’s	very	possible	he	
had	spent	some	time	in	Jesus’	
company	–	familiar	with	His	
message,	compassion	and	power.		
We	can	also	imagine	that	when	
Jesus	walked	up	to	Levi,	He	was	
with	his	fishermen	disciples.		
See	the	irony	here?		
Tradespeople	(fishermen)	selling	
goods	in	Capernaum	were	likely	
antagonistic	toward	the	people	
who	taxed	their	hard	earned	
money	and	also	reduced	the	
amount	of	money	customers	
possessed	to	buy	their	goods.	From	
a	socio-economic	stand	point,	their	
Teacher	and	Master	was	calling	an	
unclean,	leech	traitor	for	their	
‘dream	team’.	Was	He	going	to	
make	Levi	into	a	fisher	of	men	too?		
	

Jesus	looks	at	the	heart	
Jesus	saw	in	Levi	a	repentant	heart	
of	faith.	And	Levi	was	‘all	in’	when	
he	was	asked	to	follow.	He	left	
everything	immediately	-	just	like	

the	others.	Levi	left	the	work	that	
served	an	earthly	king	of	the	Jews,	
Antipas	(son	of	Herod	who	
attempted	to	kill	Jesus	as	an	
infant).	
	

Technical	issue:	Many	see	Levi	as	renamed	
‘Matthew’.	The	confusion	happens	with	‘son	of	
Alphaeus’,	which	would	also	fit	with	James.	
Levi	may	also	have	meant	‘the	Levite’.	For	our	
purposes,	we	will	stick	with	the	traditional	
view	of	Matthew.	
	

Later,	the	Lord	would	chose	him	as	
one	of	the	12,	Matthew	the	apostle.	
God	inspired	Matthew	to	write	the	
most	complete	record	of	the	words	
and	works	of	Christ.	It’s	the	bridge	
between	the	Old	and	New	
Testaments.	Matthew’s	Gospel	pays	
particular	attention	to	the	content	
of	Jesus’	sermons.	It	reads	like	a	
discipleship	manual	for	the	
church…and	it’s	the	only	Gospel	
that	uses	the	word	‘church’.	So	
Jesus	made	Levi,	gatherer	of	coins	
for	the	king	of	Galilee,	into	
Matthew:	gatherer	of	eternal	
wisdom	for	the	King	of	Kings	and	
His	bride,	the	church.		
And	to	cap	of	my	earlier	challenge	
that	we	continue	Jesus’	pattern	of	
ministry	to	go	out	and	give	God	our	
calendar…	
It	is	Levi	-	Matthew	that	wrote	our	
discipleship	mandate	(28:18-20):	
Then	Jesus	came	to	them	and	said,	
“All	authority	in	heaven	and	on	
earth	has	been	given	to	me.	
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Therefore	go	and	make	disciples	of	
all	nations,	baptizing	them	in	the	
name	of	the	Father	and	of	the	Son	
and	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	and	teaching	
them	to	obey	everything	I	have	
commanded	you.	And	surely	I	am	
with	you	always,	to	the	very	end	of	
the	age.”	
	

V15	Dinner	with	Outcasts	
One	of	the	‘burdens’	we	must	bare	
as	a	follower	of	Jesus	is	to	share	
meals	together.	Seriously,	
fellowship	meals	are	an	
environment	for	fostering	the	kind	
of	community	God	wants	us	to	
have.	Already	within	2	chapters,	
Jesus	is	over	for	a	meal	with	at	
least	2	different	disciples…maybe	
3.	These	were	meals	taken	while	
reclining	on	couches	or	carpets.	
Remember	the	story	of	another	tax	
collector,	Zacchaeus	(Lk	19:1-10)?		
He	wanted	to	see	Jesus,	but	sadly	
he	was	too	short	in	the	crowd.	So	
he	runs	ahead	and	climbs	a	
sycamore	tree	to	get	a	good	view.	
Jesus	spots	him	and	says,	
“Zacchaeus	come	down	now,	I	must	
stay	at	your	house	today.”		
And	all	the	people	began	to	mutter,	
“He’s	going	to	be	the	guest	of	a	
sinner.”	
	

In	Levi’s	case,	Luke	gives	us	more	
detail	(Lk	5:27-32).	It	was	a	great	
banquet	in	honor	of	Jesus…so	all	
his	friends	would	have	been	

invited.	“Many	tax	collectors	and	
sinners	were	eating	with	Him.”	So	
when	Jesus	noticed	the	company	
and	continued	to	fellowship	with	
people	considered	to	be	sinners	
(by	default)…was	He	guilty	by	
association?	The	Pharisees	would	
like	to	think	so.	But	their	definition	
of	‘sinner’	on	this	point	is	different	
than	ours.	They	were	sinners	not	
because	of	immorality	(rebellion	
against	God)…but	because	their	job	
disqualified	them	from	being	able	
to	keep	all	parts	of	the	law	(like	no	
business	with	gentiles).	They	were	
actually	more	like	outcasts.		
An	extreme	example	of	outcast	is	
the	caste	system	of	India	where	
families	are	locked	in	for	
generations.	Less	extreme	is	
someone	with	a	social	stigma	who	
are	looked	down	upon	or	ignored.	
Canadian	policy	and	education	has	
made	efforts	to	break	down	social	
barriers	and	shame	those	who	
discriminate	regarless	of	morality,	
occupation,	race	or	capacity.	It’s	a	
little	more	of	a	difficult	concept	for	
us	to	easily	grasp.	Certainly	when	it	
comes	to	unseemly	jobs	there	is	
much	debate	about	panhandlers:	
media	uncovered	that	some	were	
just	taking	advantage	of	people	of	
mercy.	If	a	daughter	came	home	
and	said	she’s	falling	in	love	with	
someone	working	on	the	carnival	
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circuit…probably	going	to	raise	
concerns.	
Many	listed	the	poor	and	mentally	
ill	as	today’s	outcasts.	
In	one	article	I	read,	a	person	
shared	their	own	mental	illness	
and	the	way	he	was	helped….not	by	
spiritualizing	Christians	but	by	
believers	who	took	time	and	stood	
by	his	side	during	the	depths	of	
depression.	They	continued	
praying	and	being	informed	about	
helps	with	depression	such	as	
exercise,	hydration	and	sunlight.	
(spectrummagazine.org/article/larry-d-burton/2014/02/11/jesus-
and-social-outcasts)	

It	all	comes	down	to	presence.	
Jesus	was	willing	to	be	seen	as	
their	friend	–	that’s	what	those	
meals	symbolized.	Being	a	friend	
and	joining	or	condoning	sinful	
activity	are	two	very	different	
things…just	to	be	clear.	
	

V	16	An	Accusing	Question.		
A	word	about	Scribes	and	
Pharisees	(first	time	mentioned	in	
Mark).		
When	Alexander	the	Great	took	on	
the	western	world,	Israel	bet	
against	him.	God	in	His	sovereignty	
built	a	respect	in	Alexander	for	the	
people	of	God.	Instead	of	crushing	
Jerusalem,	he	implemented	a	tax	
system.	Many	Israelites	named	
their	children	after	Alexander	in	
his	honor.	But	when	he	died,	2	of	
his	generals	fought	over	that	piece	

of	land…one	trying	to	woo,	the	
other	bully.	Scribes	constructed	a	
more	detailed	version	of	the	
Mosaic	law	that	was	supposed	to	
keep	every	Israelite	pure…even	if	
the	priesthood	system	was	
dismantled	by	a	conquering	
kingdom.	The	Scribes	explained	the	
law	and	the	Pharisees	were	to	help	
the	people	apply	that	law	daily.	It	
was	strict	but	most	believed	it	was	
necessary.	Problem	is…it	was	
based	more	on	a	determination	to	
satisfy	the	letter	of	the	law,	than	
God’s	desire	for	love	and	faith.		
These	Pharisees,	waiting	outside	
until	the	guests	came	out;	ask	an	
accusing	question	to	Jesus’	
disciples.	I	doubt	they	are	actually	
interested	in	an	explanation.	
They’ve	already	judged	Jesus	as	a	
blasphemer.	Now	they	are	planting	
seeds	of	doubt.		
	

“Hey	Simon	and	Andrew,	you	like	
your	new	company?	Those	unclean	
sinners	and	tax	collectors	choose	
work	that	God	despises.	They	mix	
with	gentile	scum.	What	would	
Moses	say	about	this?	Aren’t	we	
supposed	to	be	a	people	set	apart	
for	God?	Can	you	imagine	anything	
worse?”	
	

Isn’t	that	just	like	the	enemy?	He	
tries	to	discourage-	right	in	the	
middle	of	a	believer’s	celebration.		
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Q-I	wonder	if	we	sometimes	we	
avoid	company-	fearful	of	what	
people	might	accuse	us	of	instead	
of	what	Jesus	would	have	us	do?		
	

Third	party	criticism	is	very	
common	in	Canada.	Pastors	deal	
with	it	all	the	time.	We’ll	whine	and	
complain	to	our	neighbor,	co-
worker	or	family	member	without	
actually	taking	any	action	that	
might	make	a	difference.	It’s	like	
running	down	leadership	
candidates	and	then	not	voting.	It’s	
like	kicking	up	dissention	in	a	
group	of	believers	and	not	
contributing	in	ministry,	prayer	or	
finances.	Jesus	breaks	this	triangle	
and	answers	the	Pharisees	directly	
	

V17	Jesus	weighs	in	
Jesus	knows	the	damage	that	can	
happen	when	a	crafty	enemy	plants	
a	seed	of	doubt.	This	happened	all	
the	way	back	at	the	Garden	of	
Eden.	It	seems	Jesus	did	not	wait	
for	the	disciples	to	come	up	with	an	
explanation.	Instead,	He	crafts	an	
answer	that	diffuses	their	question	
with	an	answer	to	make	them	
think…along	with	a	clarifying	
purpose	statement.		
	

“It	is	not	the	healthy	who	need	a	
doctor,	but	the	sick.”	
They	could	take	that	as	a	
compliment.		

“Oh,	he	acknowledges	us	as	the	
healthy	ones.”	
But	actually,	it’s	a	terrible	reality.	
All	have	sinned	and	fallen	short	of	
the	glory	of	God	(Rom	3:23).	Those	
who	have	justified	themselves	will	
not	go	to	see	the	doctor	for	their	
soul.	At	the	judgment	they	may	
even	cry	out,	“I	knew	you.”	But	
Jesus	separates	out	the	sheep	from	
the	goats	by	what	they	did	about	
His	call…how	they	treated	the	least	
(Matt	25).	It	is	a	mark	of	God’s	rule	to	
call	sinners	to	repentance	and	faith	
in	Jesus.	
All	people	need	the	doctor	of	
salvation.		
	

God	does	not	passively	watch	
humanity	follow	one	another	like	
lemurs	over	the	bank	into	the	
abyss	of	death.	That	is	why	God	
began	this	age	of	the	Spirit	through	
Jesus.	We	are	part	of	God’s	rescue	
plan.	His	chosen	people	to	proclaim	
God’s	goodness	(1	Peter	2:9ff)	that	one	
day	others	too,	may	glorify	God.	
God	did	not	make	people	into	
robots	or	puppy	dogs.	We	are	
created	in	His	image	but	all	
infected	with	sin.	If	humans	ignore	
their	conscience,	the	conviction	of	
sin	against	the	righteousness	of	
God,	they	ignore	that	they	are	
deeply	and	eternally	
sick…spiritually	dead.	
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A	person	convinced	that	their	heart	
is	healthy;	that	it’s	normal	to	
suppress	and	numb	the	guilt,	will	
not	go	to	the	heart	specialist:	the	
Great	Physician.		
	

“I	have	not	come	to	call	the	
righteous,	but	sinners”	
“Could	they	really	be	righteous,	i.e.,	
before	God’s	judgment	bar,	when	
they	had	no	mercy	for	sinners	and	
railed	at	the	merciful	physician	
who	labored	among	those	who,	
according	to	these	Pharisees	
themselves,	so	sorely	needed	his	
help?	We	thus	see	how	the	reply	of	
Jesus	to	these	scribes	was	a	
masterful	effort	to	reach	their	
hearts,	for	they	were	even	worse	
sinners	than	those	whom	they	
despised	(R	Lenski).”	
	

Jesus	calls	out	to	sinners	and	
outcasts	-	come,	follow	me.	
Do	you	remember	when	He	called	
you?	
Did	He	use	a	person	close	to	you	or	
a	stranger?		
However	Jesus	called	you,	this	walk	
through	the	Gospel	of	Mark	will	
remind	you	to	keep	lighting	the	
torch	of	faith	in	others.	For	Jesus	
continues	the	call	through	you	and	
me.		
	

Keep	yourselves	in	God’s	love	as	you	
wait	for	the	mercy	of	our	Lord	Jesus	
Christ	to	bring	you	to	eternal	life.	Be	

merciful	to	those	who	doubt;	snatch	
others	from	the	fire	and	save	them;	
to	others	show	mercy,	mixed	with	
fear	–	hating	even	the	clothing	
stained	by	corrupted	flesh.	Jude	21-22	
	
	


