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Everything	to	Gain	or	Lose	
Mark	4:21-25	

Mystery	
Remember	the	Hardy	Boys:	Joe,	
Frank	and	friend	Chet?	Found	a	
couple	of	their	books	on	the	‘give-
away’	table	in	the	basement.	
	

Mysteries	capture	interest.	We	
want	to	find	the	treasure	or	the	
criminal	or	the	hero.	The	whole	
goal	of	the	mystery	is	to	find	the	
clues	that	unravel	the	tangles	of	
information	and	lead	right	to	the	
treasure,	truth	or	the	criminal.		
	

When	it	comes	something	as	
important	as	our	eternal	destiny,	
our	purpose	on	this	planet:	why	is	
Jesus	being	so	mysterious?	
	

Have	you	ever	invited	the	group	of	
people	to	an	event,	spent	all	day	
preparing	everything	just	
right…and	no	one	showed	up?	You	
feel	like	just	sitting	down	in	the	
dirt	and	digging	up	worms.		A	lot	
of	people	give	up	right	there.	And	
that	is	a	crying	shame.	Because	
people	are	funny	animals.		
Sometimes	you	have	to	kind	of	
take	away…	for	them	to	get	
interested.	People	use	that	in	sales	
all	the	time.	“That	last	one	is	
already	spoken	for.”	Sometimes	
you	have	to	pique	their	curiosity.	
They	actually	get	more	out	of	it,	if	
they	have	to	work	for	it	a	bit.	Do	

you	ladies	know	what	I’m	talking	
about?	It’s	about	atmosphere,	
Right?	
	

There	is	no	instant	understanding	
God	potion.	The	world	wants	it	
but	it’s	not	going	to	happen.	
People	would	treat	God	like	
another	check	box	on	their	list.	Or	
put	God	on	their	bucket	list.		
The	more	we	lean	into	God’s	word	
and	heed,	the	more	we	will	
understand	to	be	fruitful	for	Him.	
It	doesn’t	happen	once	or	twice.	
It’s	not	something	we	did.	It’s	
something	we	are	doing.	It’s	a	
journey.	
	

At	this	point	in	Jesus’	ministry,	He	
is	not	speaking	plainly	about	His	
divinity	or	God’s	reign	on	earth	
being	ushered	through	
Him…because	people	aren’t	ready.	
Remember…the	plan	is	to	save	the	
sick.	That	won’t	happen	till	after	
He	has	risen	from	the	dead.	In	the	
parable	to	interpret	all	parables	
last	week,	we	imagined	Jesus	
sewing	the	word	of	God	with	all	
kinds	of	people	[mostly	
unfruitful].	But	He	promises	the	
work	is	worth	the	effort	because	
the	few	who	are	ready	to	hear	and	
except	Jesus’	teaching	are	going	to	
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produce	a	miraculous	crop	for	
God.		
That’s	great	but	the	disciples	must	
be	wondering…is	it	always	going	
to	be	riddles	and	mysteries	for	the	
people?		
These	next	two	little	parables	help	
us	answer	that	question.	
Read	Mark	4:21	
The	original	language	it	is	
awkward	for	English.	It	can	be	
translated	the	coming	lamp.	Lamp	
is	being	treated	like	a	person	
rather	than	an	object.		When	we	
see	a	references	to	light	in	the	
Bible,	its	often	about	Gods	
revealed	will.		Thy	word	is	a	lamp	
unto	my	feet	and	a	light	unto	my	
path	(Ps	119:105).		
John,	son	of	Zebedee,	the	disciple	
closest	to	Jesus	was	inspired	by	
God	to	write:	
Read	John	1:1-5,	14	
Who’s	the	word?	Who’s	the	light?	
Jesus	is	the	lamp.		
You	don’t	go	to	the	trouble	of	the	
wiring	in	a	ceiling	light	and	then	
hide	the	bulb	under	your	bed.		
That	makes	no	sense.	God	is	not	
going	to	all	the	trouble	of	sending	
His	Son…	and	then	keep	His	
identity,	message,	and	purpose	a	
secret.	Hang	in	there,	you’ll	see.	
The	Gospel	of	Jesus	will	be	
proclaimed	from	the	rooftops	
(Acts	2:14ff)	and	even	into	

people’s	living	rooms	through	TVs	
and	radios.	
Cautions	about	parables:		
1. We	should	not	assume	we	
are	on	the	other	side	of	this	
parable–in	triumph.	People	
made	that	mistake	in	the	19th	
century.	Many	assumed	the	
kingdom	was	transforming	
the	whole	Earth	to	you	
entirely	to	gods	will.	And	
then	came	the	great	war.	The	
kingdom	doesn’t	fit	our	
expectations	or	
specifications.	It	is	
mysterious	surprising	and	
often	revealed	in	weakness.	
Like	a	suffering	servant.	Like	
a	child’s	faith.	

2. Don’t	make	it	all	about	a	
personal	spiritual	nugget.	
The	rain	of	God	is	bigger…	
getting	off	of	marching	
armies	but	humble,	Ordinary	
imagery:	sewing,	lamplight,	
measuring	cups.	It	is	subject	
to	adversity,	rejection,	delays	
and	loss.	Not	instant	
universal	triumph…not	yet.	

	
Read	Mark	4:22-23	
Whatever	God	intends	will	
happen.	The	question	for	us	is,	
“are	we	going	to	be	part	of	God’s	
purpose”	to	seek	and	save	sinners	
who	have	an	open	heart?		
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Who	has	an	open	heart	to	receive	
Jesus?		
Can	you	just	tell	which	ones?		
Only	God	knows.	We	sow	and	
work	faithfully	with	those	who	are	
open.	Miraculously,	some	receive	
Jesus	as	God’s	Son,	the	Savior	of	
the	world:	the	sacrifice	for	our	
sins	and	living	proof	of	everlasting	
life	for	all	who	believe	and	repent.	
Because	all	who	believe	realize	
how	undeserving	they	are,	of	
God’s	grace.	
The	full	gospel	was	first	
proclaimed	by	Peter	up	on	a	
balcony	in	the	city	for	thousands	
to	hear.		From	a	scared	little	group	
of	follower	(hiders,	really)	to	over	
3000	in	a	matter	of	weeks.	Do	you	
remember	what	the	first	growing	
church	did?	They	devoted	
themselves	to	the	apostles	
teaching,	and	to	the	fellowship,	to	
the	breaking	of	bread	and	to	
prayer	(Acts	2:42).	Devoted.	
Nothing	else	was	more	important	
than	loving	God	and	each	other.	
	

Jesus	would	have	us	stick	around,	
after	all	the	crowds	of	casual	
listeners	have	gone	home.	Jesus	
would	have	us	eager	to	dig	deeper	
into	the	mystery	knowing	God	and	
His	will	–	His	Kingdom.		
	

What	happened	when	Moses	
spend	time	getting	to	know	God	

up	on	the	mountain,	in	his	
presence.	He	began	reflecting	
God’s	light.	Yes,	His	face	glowed	so	
much	the	people	were	freaked	out.		
But	Moses	also	received	revelation	
light:	God’s	word.	Shy	Moses…who	
never	wanted	to	speak	publicly,	
became	God’s	ambassador.	So	the	
people	would	know	God’s	will.	
God	does	not	shift	and	change	like	
a	politician.	He	has	made	His	will	
plain	in	ancient	times.	And	He	
continues	to	call	ambassadors	for	
revealing	His	will.	Eventually	
through	Jesus,	then	to	the	apostles	
and	now	to	us.	
	

We	carry	the	same	torch	of	faith	in	
God	as	Abraham	and	Moses.	It	is	a	
privilege	and	a	responsibility.	So	
we	are	to	be	bringing	Jesus	out	
into	the	open.	Bring	Jesus	out	into	
the	open.	
Matthew	5:14ff	
You	are	the	light	of	the	world.	The	
city	on	a	hill	cannot	be	hidden.	
Neither	do	people	light	a	lamp	and	
put	it	under	a	bowl.	Instead	they	
put	it	on	its	stand,	and	it	gives	light	
to	everyone.	In	the	same	way,	let	
your	light	shine	before	men	and	
women,	boys	and	girls,	of	all	races,	
of	all	occupations	and	positions,	
wherever	you	are	to	the	ends	of	
the	earth,	that	they	may	see	your	
good	deeds	and	praise	your	Father	
in	heaven.	What	good	deeds?	What	
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Jesus	tells	us	to	do	(written	in	the	
NT	and	written	on	our	hearts	by	
the	Holy	Spirit).	Praise	who?	Our	
Father	in	heaven.	Love	is	not	self-
seeking.	
	

Why	do	we	have	to	get	involved.	
Can’t	we	just	believe	and	go	about	
our	lives	with	quiet,	personal	
faith?		
Read	Mark	4:24-25	
This	is	a	warning	and	a	promise.	
Jesus	is	talking	to	the	one’s	who	
sincerely	want	to	understand	
God’s	kingdom.	
When	it	comes	to	responding	to	
Jesus’	teaching:	the	rich	get	richer	
and	the	poor	get	poorer.	For	the	
indifferent,	ignorant	and	
hostile…if	they	had	a	morsel	of	
curiosity	about	the	kingdom	of	
God,	their	casual	hearing	with	net	
them	nothing.	Actually,	the	
unapplied	truths	of	Christ	will	sit	
and	sour	in	their	mouths	and	they	
will	rinse	it	right	out.	
	

For	Jesus,	talking	about	another	
kingdom	was	dangerous	and	
mysterious.	He	said	the	Kingdom	
of	God	is	near	but	not	in	a	way	
they	thought	it	was	going	to	be.	Do	
we	allow	Jesus’	seeds	be	
dangerous	and	mysterious	to	us?	
Jesus	says	some	things	we	don’t	
want	to	hear…like	the	sermon	on	
the	mount	(Luke	16).	Are	we	

willing	to	receive	those	seeds?	
Love	your	enemies?	Be	needy	in	
spirit?	Rejoice	when	you	are	
rejected	because	of	Jesus?	Or	the	
Lord’s	prayer…forgive	us,	as	we	
forgive	those	who’ve	sinned	
against	us?	
	
The	parables	of	Jesus	speak	to	us.	
They	tell	us	that	we	cannot	see	all	
of	God’s	kingdom	yet	we	can	be	
confident	that	it	is	working	the	
Harvest	as	God	intends.	We	live	in	
between.	In	between	the	seed	
sown	by	Christ…	and	all	God’s	
purposes	accomplished.	
Are	you	discouraged	with	waiting?		
Those	who	remained	faithful	will	
be	saved	(Mk	13:13).	They	will	
understand	the	more	subtle	signs	
of	God’s	kingdom	at	work.	The	
parables	remind	us	God	is	at	
work…	just	hidden	sometimes.	
Seeds	are	still	germinating,	light	is	
still	being	brought	out	into	the	
open.	Those	who	protect	
themselves	from	the	danger	and	
mystery	miss	the	adventure,	the	
growing	faith	that	only	happens	
on	the	narrow	path	of	obeying	
Jesus.	Of	the	remaining	faithful	to	
obey	what	He	is	commanding.	
	
God	will	give	a	return	on	what	you	
sow.	Pressed	down	shakin	and	
running	over	(Luke	6:38).	
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On	the	other	hand.	We	should	not	
assume	God	overlooks	our	
squandering	the	precious	deposit	
of	the	Gospel…keeping	it	buried.	
Matt	25:14-30.	
What	happened	to	the	servant	
who	put	His	master’s	money	in	the	
ground…afraid,	safe?	
	

Some	people	love	puzzles.	Other	
people	can’t	be	bothered,	because	
the	price	of	time	and	energy	is	not	
worth	the	prize	to	them.	It’s	a	
matter	of	motivation.	For	others,	
the	journey	is	the	prize.	It’s	a	
relaxing	time,	a	socializing	time,	
we’re	just	something	to	take	their	
mind	off	of	all	the	other	cares	and	
worries	of	tomorrow.		
	

I	made	up	a	slogan	a	few	years	ago	
to	fit	our	Children’s	Sunday	school	
program	called	‘Kingdom	quest’	:	
the	journey	to	know	God	and	
share	His	love.	We	will	strive	all	
our	lives	to	know	God	(which	is	a	
huge	part	of	why	we	were	
created).	It’s	a	journey	not	a	
destination	we	stay	at.	The	
journey	is	the	prize.	We	can	also	
glean	from	those	who	have	gone	
before	and	share	their	journeys.	
We	can	make	progress.	But	there	
will	be	different	results.		
Do	we	seek	God	like	treasure?	Like	
the	man	who	found	the	treasure	in	
an	empty	field	and	sold	everything	

to	purchase	it.	I	think	if	we’re	
honest,	we	don’t	seek	after	God	
enough.	He’s	invited	us,	but	many	
times	we	don’t	go.	That’s	certainly	
the	story	of	Israel.	God	had	to	take	
away	His	special	favor,	for	Israel	
to	begin	taking	notice.	For	many,	
faith	in	Jesus	became	a	stumbling	
block.	I	don’t	think	we	stumble	
over	Jesus.	I	think	we	trip	over	our	
own	selfish	desires.		
But	each	one	is	tempted	when,	by	
his	own	evil	desire,	he	is	dragged	
away	and	enticed.	Then,	after	
desire	has	conceived,	it	gives	birth	
to	sin;	and	sin,	when	it	is	full-
grown,	gives	birth	to	death.	James	
1:14	
How	long	do	we	want	to	stay	in	a	
death	camp?	Depends	how	long	it	
takes	to	understand	there’s	no	
way	out	except	through	humility,	
servitude	and	the	mercy	of	the	one	
in	charge.	Some	of	us	are	slow	
learners	and	wander	around…all	
the	while,	being	fruitless	for	God.		
	

At	the	end	of	our	lives,	if	we	add	
up	all	that	time	and	energy	we	
spent	to	know	God:	Father,	Son	
and	Holy	Spirit.	It	will	be	like	
gaining	the	knowledge	of	our	solar	
system…only	to	find	out	that	we	
are	only	a	spec	compared	to	the	
Milky	Way.		
Does	that	mean	the	journey	is	
futile?		
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No.	Because	the	jewel	of	the	Milky	
Way	is	planet	earth:	the	only	place	
that	sustains	life…God	made	it	that	
way.	If	we	understand	God	made	
it	that	way…mystery.	That	many	
things	we	have	to	take	on	
faith…we	are	getting	somewhere.	
The	Kingdom	of	God	is	bigger	than	
our	brains	can	handle.	That’s	why	
God	sent	His	Son	in	the	flesh…	to	
give	us	a	glimpse,	a	hope.		Faith	is	
not	faith	if	it	doesn’t	take	any	to	
believe	it.		
	

Let	Jesus’	words	become	
dangerous	and	mysterious	again.	
His	sheep	know	His	voice	and	
follow…even	on	the	rugged	
mountain	paths.	We	have	
everything	to	gain	and	lose…and	
so	do	those	who	are	waiting	to	
hear.	
	

Ideas	for	sowing	God’s	seeds:	
• Easter	–	invite	
• Alpha-type	opportunity	to	
investigate	the	Christian	faith	

• Build	friendships	with	
neighbors	that	are	real:	
where	you	share	what’s	most	
important	to	you	


