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Faithless	
Mark	6:1-6a	

Jesus	came	from	a	small	town	like	
Stewart,	BC…under	500	people.	
You	know	what	it’s	like,	livin	in	a	
small	town.	It	doesn’t	take	long	
before	people	have	you	‘pegged’,	
right?		
In	a	small	town,	you	see	someone	
coming	from	a	distance	and	there	
is	something	that	happens	in	the	
mind…a	name,	a	memory,	a	title	or	
at	least	knowledge	of	the	person’s	
family.	It’s	comforting	to	recognize	
people	and	know	their	place.	To	
know	one’s	place.		
Not	so	easy	to	break	the	mold	in	a	
small	town.		
If	the	town	mechanic	closes	down	
and	then	returns	later	as	the	new	
English	teacher	at	school…people	
might	question	that.	Who	does	he	
think	he	is?	He’s	got	mechanic	
blood…I	know	his	family.	Who	
gave	him	a	certificate	to	teach	
anyway?		
People	are	still	going	to	come	to	
him	with	their	car	problems	all	
their	life.	Sometimes	the	only	way	
to	make	a	transition	in	a	small	
town	is	to	move	out	and	get	a	
fresh	start.		
Jesus	did	something	like	that.	The	
town	knew	Him	as	a	godly	
handyman.	Jesus	was	allowed	to	
read	the	Scriptures	in	the	
synagogue.	But	no	one	would	have	

presumed	Jesus	to	become	a	Rabbi	
or	Prophet.	Because	there	was	a	
code…it	was	the	father’s	
responsibility	to	make	sure	the	
son	received	circumcision,	
training	in	the	Torah,	skills	for	a	
trade	and	help	finding	a	wife.	It	is	
believed	that	Joseph	offered	Jesus	
training	in	the	skills	of	a	carpenter	
–	which	would	have	included	
some	stonework.	There	is	some	
evidence	to	suggest	that	Joseph	
was	removed	from	the	family	or	
died	early.	All	the	more	reason	for	
the	oldest	son	to	carry	on	the	
family	trade.		
When	Jesus	transitioned	to	
ministry	at	30,	He	left	Nazareth.	
We	know	he	did	a	fair	amount	of	
traveling:	met	John	the	Baptist	and	
His	first	disciples.	He	was	in	the	
wilderness,	in	Jerusalem	back	in	
Judea…places	like	Cana	and	
Capernaum.	baptized	and	tested.	
He	preached	about	the	kingdom	of	
God,	repentance	and	belief.	He	
cast	out	demons	and	healed	
wherever	He	went.	His	recorded	
return	to	Nazareth	was	about	a	
year	later	(Lk	4:16-30).	As	was	His	
custom,	He	went	to	the	synagogue	
on	the	Sabbath.	When	they	handed	
Him	the	scroll	of	Isaiah,	He	read	
61:1-2.		
Read	Luke	4:18-21	
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We	do	not	know	much	of	the	
history	Jesus	had	with	His	own	
townsfolk	and	family.	We	know	He	
grew	in	wisdom	and	favor	there.	
But	Jesus	knew	their	hearts	were	
hard…even	though	they	spoke	
well	of	His	gracious	words.	They	
did	not	believe	He	was	sent	by	
God.	How	could	God	choose	such	a	
humble	vessel?	Only	those	from	
great	Rabbi	schools	and	families	
can	speak	of	God	with	authority.	
Jesus	leveled	an	accusation	against	
the	Nazarenes,	“you’re	just	like	
Israel	who	rejected	Elijah.	God	had	
to	work	through	gentiles	to	show	
that	Elijah	was	His	man	(like	the	
widow	from	Sidon	and	Naaman	
from	Syria).	I	don’t	know	what	
made	them	more	angry:	Jesus	
accusing	them	of	not	recognizing	
God’s	prophet	like	their	
forefathers,	or	comparing	Himself	
to	the	great	Elijah.	At	any	rate,	
they	ran	Jesus	out	of	town	and	to	
the	edge	of	a	cliff	before	He	got	
away.	
Would	you	go	back	and	serve	them	
God’s	message	and	mercy	again?	
Later,	family	and	friends	showed	
up	at	His	new	home	base	in	
Capernaum.	They	thought	He	had	
gone	off	the	deep	end	with	God.	
Their	plan	was	to	get	Jesus	by	
Himself	and	take	Him	away	from	it	

all.	But	Jesus	had	a	new	family	
around	Him.	
If	you’d	been	rejected	and	
considered	crazy	for	your	faith,	
Would	you	go	back	and	serve	them	
God’s	message	and	mercy	again?	
Pray	
Followers	will	face	rejection	
It’s	a	few	months	since	Jesus’	last	
visited	Nazareth.	You	gotta	know	
they’d	been	following	the	news	
about	Him.	Hearing	more	amazing	
stories	of	His	power	and	wisdom.	
Also	hearing	the	growing	
opposition…all	the	way	from	
Jerusalem.		
Last	week	in	Mark’s	Gospel,	Jesus	
left	the	scene	after	raising	a	
synagogue	leader’s	daughter	from	
the	dead.	And	He	is	leads	the	
disciples	along	the	familiar	25-
mile	route	to	His	hometown.	It	
begins	west	on	the	Via	Maris	trade	
route	to	the	sea	and	then	veers	
south.	How	will	Jesus’	townsfolk	
receive	Him	this	time?	Will	they	
see	Jesus	as	God’s	prophet?		
Read	Mark	6:1-2a	
Well,	they	let	Him	and	the	
disciples	into	town	and	allow	Him	
a	place	in	the	synagogue.	The	
synagogue	is	the	heart	of	the	
Jewish	community.	It	served	a	
religious	function	(complimentary	
to	the	temple	in	Jerusalem):	Torah	
reading,	teaching,	sermons,	
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prayer,	fasts,	and	festival	
observance.	It	also	served	a	
community	function:	town	
treasury,	archives,	schools,	law	
courts	and	council	hall.	On	a	
Sabbath	it	would	be	well	attended.		
They	allow	Jesus	to	speak	and	He	
does	what	He	came	to	do	in	all	the	
towns…preach	about	God’s	
kingdom,	repentance	and	belief.	
Despite	the	bitter	history,	Jesus	
continues	to	cast	God’s	word,	
fishing	to	save	souls.	Perhaps	
some	hearts	are	ready	to	receive.	
Read	Mark	6:2b-3	
Their	questions	are	full	of	
skepticism.	It’s	like,	“We	know	
Jesus	is	not	the	source	of	the	
wisdom	and	miracles	we	hear	
about.	He’s	the	town	handyman.	
He’s	not	been	to	Rabbi	school.	We	
know	him.	He	grew	up	here	in	
Mary’s	family.”	(one	of	many	
siblings	who	live	here).	In	a	way,	
they’re	skeptical	that	anyone	great	
could	be	among	them,	like	when	
Nathanael	first	asked	about	Jesus	
(Jn	1:46),	“Can	anything	good	come	
from	Nazareth?”	
From	where	is	this?		
It’s	the	third	big	question	asked	in	
the	gospel	according	to	Mark.	
1. What	is	this?	(1:27)	
2. Who	is	this?	(2:7,	4:41)	
3. From	where	is	this?	(6:3)	

These	questions	lead	to	truth.	
Those	who	seek	the	truth	of	Jesus	
will	be	freed	from	the	clutches	of	
sin	and	death	(Jn	8:31-36)	today.	
But	instead	of	seeking	the	truth,	
they	are	offended	that	such	an	
ordinary	vessel	could	be	the	
source	of	such	great	wisdom	and	
power.	They	stop	short	of	saying	
Jesus	gets	His	power	from	Satan	
but	they	don’t	acknowledge	God’s	
either.	Why	can’t	they	see	the	Son	
of	God	at	work?	I	came	across	a	
passage	in	my	devotions	last	week	
that	gives	us	a	clue.	
Read	2	Cor	3:12-16	
Because	the	faithless	Jews	have	an	
obstruction	in	their	hearts.	One	
must	pass	through	the	scandal	of	
Christ’s	humility	to	see	with	a	heart	
of	faith.	The	Jews	wanted	a	
Jerusalem	approved	leader	with	
kingly	heritage.	A	superstar	like	
King	Saul.	But	the	way	of	the	
cross	is	humble.	Believers	are	
cracked	pots	(not	crackpots),	who	
allow	divine	light	to	shine	through	
the	cracks	(2	Cor	4:6-12).	We	of	all	
people,	should	not	judge	by	
outward	appearance.	Jesus	came	
to	sow	the	word	and	be	the	
sacrifice,	not	reap	the	honor.	
Read	Mark	6:4	
John	the	Baptist	was	a	prophet	of	
God	too.	They	put	him	in	prison.	
The	history	is:	Israelites	have	
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killed	prophets	before.	The	title	
Jesus	uses,	hints	at	what	is	to	
come.	He	is	indeed	God’s	
messenger	of	truth	and	power,	but	
He	has	also	come	to	save	believers	
from	eternal	sin	and	death.	He	is	
the	Messiah,	Son	of	God	with	a	
mission	that	will	lead	to	the	cross.	
	

Consider	the	seed	sown	in	the	
gentile	land	just	days	before.	The	
townspeople	feared	Jesus.	They	
asked	Him	to	leave	without	
preaching.	But	Jesus	left	them	a	
gentile	man	to	share	God’s	grace.	
Whereas,	Nazareth	allowed	Him	to	
preach	but	were	offended.	They	
dishonored	Jesus	and	so	few	
were	able	to	see	God’s	powerful	
mercy	there.	God’s	plan	to	reach	
His	stubborn	people	is	already	
unfolding.	The	gentiles	coming	to	
faith	to	make	the	Jews	jealous	and	
finally	receive	Jesus.		
But	mere	exposure	to	Jesus	and	
the	Gospel	is	no	guarantee	of	faith.	
Apart	from	faith,	the	Gospel	can	
develop	a	resistance	or	even	
become	angery	at	the	idea	that	
they	are	guilty	of	sin.		
Read	Mark	6:5-6a	
Mark	again	emphasizes	the	
humanness	of	Christ	
(disappointed,	angered,	
distressed,	tired).	He’s	unable	to	
influence	His	own	family,	relatives	
and	neighbors.	It’s	the	mystery	of	

God’s	kingdom.	Some	who	have	
every	opportunity	to	believe,	do	
not.	And	some	we	would	never	
expect,	are	completely	full	of	faith.		
Jesus	came	to	His	own	–	and	His	
own	did	not	receive	Him	(Jn	1:11).	In	
an	atmosphere	of	skepticism	and	
dishonor…even	Jesus	is	amazed	at	
how	little	of	God’s	grace	is	
activated.	Faith	is	a	condition	for	
healing	and	understanding:	The	
way	to	a	right	relationship	with	
god.	Otherwise	the	seeds	of	God’s	
word	fall	on	the	rocky	paths.	And	
then	God’s	judgment.	
Jesus	marveled	at	two	things	
while	He	walked	this	earth	in	
human	form:	the	faithless	in	His	
Jewish	hometown	AND	the	faith	
of	a	gentile	Roman	Centurion	(Lk	
7:9).	He	will	suffer	at	the	hands	of	
His	people	and	the	Romans.	
	

What	difference	does	this	make	
for	us…tomorrow	and	the	next?	
Loving	Jesus	comes	with	a	hefty	
price.	Sometimes	we	will	be	public	
enemy	#1.	Don’t	hide	and	wallow	
in	self-pity.	The	way	of	the	cross	is	
love	and	faithfulness.	Jesus	does	
not	shelter	His	disciples	from	the	
world.	He	shows	them	how	to	face	
it.	He	prayed	that	we	would	draw	
even	closer	to	God	and	be	a	living	
testimony	of	His	love	(Jn	17:20ff).	
If	the	faithless	reject	us	and	
hate	us	because	of	Jesus…	
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1.	Keep	on	Sowing	(Mark	6:1-6)	
Jesus	did	not	avoid	rugged	ground.	
He	did	not	change	the	mission	for	
‘special	cases’	like	His	hometown.	
Don’t	be	quick	to	give	up	on	
faithless	people.	Some	hard	cases	
change.	Several	of	Jesus’	brothers	
along	with	Mary	became	disciples	
(Acts	1:14).	James	became	the	leader	
of	the	first	church	in	Jerusalem:	
defender	of	the	working	poor,	
author	of	a	NT	letter	and	martyr.		
If	the	faithless	reject	us	and	
hate	us	because	of	Jesus,	keep	
on	sowing.	
	

2.	Keep	on	loving		
God	teaches	that	the	battle	is	not	
against	flesh	and	blood	(Eph	6:12).	It	
is	not	our	place	to	take	revenge	
(Rom	12:19).	But	instead	to	
love…even	our	enemies	(Matt	5:44).	
We	are	to	let	our	light	shine	(our	
words	and	actions	are	in	
submission	to	Christ’s	rule	in	our	
hearts).	And	we	do	this	so	that	the	
faithless	and	the	open-hearted	
alike,	may	see	God’s	grace	in	us	
and	glorify	God	(Matt	5:16).		
Love	is	what	God	expects:	patient	
and	kind…not	envious,	boastful,	
prideful,	rude,	self-seeking,	or	
easily	angered.		
Love	keeps	no	record	of	wrong.	
Just	like	Jesus	going	back	to	his	
hometown	of	skeptics.		

Love	does	not	delight	in	evil.	Jesus	
did	not	‘stick	it	to	them’	and	relish	
their	final	judgment.	He	was	
genuinely	disappointed:	Amazed	
that	their	hearts	had	grown	so	
cold.	He	was	sad	that	their	
prejudice	had	spread	so	wide	in	
town…that	only	a	few	could	
receive	healing.		
Instead,	love	rejoices	with	the	
truth,	always	protects,	trusts,	
hopes	and	perseveres.	(1	Cor	13:4-7)	
If	the	faithless	reject	us	and	
hate	us	because	of	Jesus,	keep	
on	loving.	
	

3.	We’re	in	good	company.		
Jesus	did	not	shelter	His	disciples	
from	the	cost	of	their	decision	to	
follow.	He	prepared	them	for	what	
was	to	come.	So	when	the	day	of	
hostility	arrived,	they	would	draw	
upon	His	resources.	It	is	the	same	
for	us.		
Just	before	He	was	taken	to	the	
cross,	Jesus	passed	on	vital	
teaching	about	the	price	and	the	
prize	of	staying	faithful	to	Him.	
Read	John	15:18-26		
We’re	in	good	company		
1. Jesus	and	His	faithful	followers	
were	rejected	and	hated	too.		

2. God	sent	us	the	Holy	Spirit	to	
see	us	through	trouble.		

3. We	can	stick	together	through	
trouble.		
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We	have	a	responsibility	to	
protect	one	another	from	falling	
into	sin,	deception	and	unbelief.	
The	way	to	protect	one	another	is	
through	encouragement.	Heb	3:12-14	
See	to	it,	brothers	and	sisters,	that	
none	of	you	has	a	sinful,	
unbelieving	heart	that	turns	away	
from	the	living	God.	But	encourage	
one	another	daily,	as	long	as	it	is	
called	“Today,”	so	that	none	of	you	
may	be	hardened	by	sin’s	
deceitfulness.	We	have	come	to	
share	in	Christ,	if	indeed	we	hold	
our	original	conviction	firmly	to	
the	very	end.	
If	the	faithless	reject	us	and	
hate	us	because	of	Jesus,	we’re	
in	good	company.	
	
Keep	on	sowing	and	loving:	We’re	
in	good	company.	


