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Family	Secret	
Mark	4:1-20	

Opening:	Insider	or	Outsider?	
When	you	open	up	a	novel	and	
start	reading,	do	you	pretend	to	be	
one	of	the	characters?	The	writer	
gets	inside	your	head,	right?	Or	am	
I	the	only	one.	When	I	was	a	kid	my	
friends	introduce	me	to	comic	
books.		I	liked	being	Spiderman.	He	
was	good	he	was	strong	he	was	
funny	and	he	had	a	girlfriend.	What	
more	could	a	guy	want?	I	was	a	kid.		
Now	I’m	more	picky	about	letting	
writers	get	into	my	head.		How	is	
Mark’s	gospel	getting	into	your	
head?	Who	do	you	identify	with?	
One	of	the	12,	like	Peter	or	John?	
One	of	the	supporting	disciples?	Or	
one	of	the	spectators	in	the	crowd,	
checking	Jesus	out?	
Today	we’re	going	to	find	out	what	
separates	the	insiders	from	the	
outsiders.	It’s	a	family	secret.	
Pray	
Recap	
In	the	past	few	weeks,	the	disciples	
had	watched	Jesus	handle	several	
encounters	with	the	most	
respected	religious	leaders	in	the	
land.	With	confidence,	Jesus	sifted	
and	burned	away	the	chaff	of	man-
made	rules	and	false	godliness.	
Jesus	seemed	to	have	a	direct	line	
to	God	–	with	His	understanding	of	
God’s	covenant,	the	spirit	world	
and	His	power	to	heal	people,	cast	

out	demons	and	forgive	people’s	
sins.		
	

They	had	already	been	through	
some	dangerous	situations	–	
throngs	of	desperate	people	and	
open	hostility	from	powerful	
leaders.	They	had	experienced	
disgrace	from	those	leaders	with	
their	association	with	tax	collectors	
and	sinners.	The	official	word	from	
them	was	that	Jesus	was	a	
lawbreaker	in	league	with	Satan.	
And	recently	they	had	been	
without	food	while	Jesus	
ministered.		
In	our	last	study	of	Mark,	Jesus	
revealed	in	public,	the	significance	
of	their	faithfulness.	Jesus	declared	
ones	sitting	around	Him	were	the	
most	important	people	in	His	
life…His	true	family.	Because	they	
were	obeying	Jesus…they	were	
doing	the	will	of	God.	Whoever	
does	God’s	will,	is	in	Jesus’	family.	
Mark	4	
V1	Lake	&	crowds	
floating	pulpit,		
natural	amphitheater	
What	would	it	take	for	crowds	to	
show	up	at	our	lake	to	hear	God’s	
word?		
Jesus	had	a	particular	style	of	
teaching	for	the	crowds.	
	

V2	Parables	
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Jesus	used	them	the	most	and	He	
was	the	best	at	it	[60	in	the	Gospels]	
Meaning:	something	placed	
alongside	for	the	purpose	of	
clarification	
Subject:	mostly	kingdom	of	God–
illustrated	by	episodes	from	
everyday	life	
Interpretation:	Usually	a	simple	
illustration	with	deeper	meaning.		
Parables	knock	hearers	off-balance.	
Hearers	must	be	able	to	see	in	the	
new	light.	They	are	understood	
from	the	inside.	Insiders	allow	
themselves	to	be	taken	into	the	
story	and	hear	who	God	is	and	
what	humans	become.	To	get	the	
full	understanding	in	the	original	
setting,	you	had	to	be	a	close	
disciple	or	one	of	the	12.	Like	a	
stain	glass	window–radiant	from	
the	inside,	dull	on	the	outside.	
Jesus’	parables	are	like	wet	clay	
that	invite	new	impressions	and	
can	address	hearers	in	various	
ways	and	at	different	levels.	For	
insiders,	it’s	not	just	good	advice	or	
a	good	story	to	get	you	
thinking…it’s	the	good	news	from	
Jesus,	Son	of	God.	But	that	takes	
faith.	
Mark	is	going	to	deliver	us	another	
sandwich	story	on	the	beach.	The	
‘meat’	in	the	middle	(v10-12)	helps	
us	understand	the	two	outer	halves	
(3-9,	13-20).	

V3	listen	
There’s	an	urgency	to	this	word	in	
the	original	language.	It’s	the	same	
weight	as	“here,	O	Israel:	the	Lord	
our	God	is	one”	[Deut	6:4]	
There’s	an	old	word	that	works	
really	well	here:	Heed.	
Heeding	requires	engagement,	an	
emotional	commitment.	It	also	
requires	receptivity,	willing	to	
except	new	ideas.	
Read	V	3-7	Close	your	eyes	and	
imagine	this	scene	
So	far	looks	like	those	seeds	are	
getting	a	raw	deal.	To	us,	Farmer	
Brown	seems	wasteful.	But	the	fact	
is,	farming	methods	in	those	days	
were	more	primitive.	Sowing	was	
done	by	hand	and	then	plowed	
under.	Conditions	in	Galilee	were	
rugged.	Rocky	terrain	and	scrub	
vegetation.	Weed	conditions	there	
are	legendary:	125	species	of	
thistle	in	Israel.	It’s	a	lot	of	time	
and	energy	for	no	production.	
There	is	discouragement.	Many	
seeds	miss	their	purpose.	Kind	of	
like	my	experience	with	growing	
grass...not	a	green	thumb.	
V8	Good	Soil	
If	you	were	there,	listening	to	Jesus,	
you	would	be	startled…or	rolling	
you	eyes	at	a	tall	tale.	Normally	a	
good	crop	at	that	time	could	
produce	7-10	times	the	amount	of	
seed	sown.	30,	60	and	100	
times…unheard	of.	This	would	be	a	
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miracle.	Farmer	Brown	would	be	
doing	a	jig.		“Honey,	we	can	pay	the	
bills…maybe	buy	our	farm	back.	
There	is	going	to	be	a	great	
harvest.”	Harvest	language	in	the	
New	Testament,	it	is	a	metaphor	
for	the	inbreaking	of	the	kingdom	
of	God	through	Jesus.	Only	God	
could	produce	such	a	crop.		
The	average	guy	might	walk	away	
thinking,	“Good	thing	farmer	
Brown	didn’t	give	up	sowing.	God	
was	on	his	side.	Wish	I	had	soil	like	
that.”	
V9	Whoever	has	ears	
When	Jesus	begins	a	story	with	
‘listen	carefully’	and	ends	with	
‘whoever	has	ears…hear’.	There’s	
more	to	the	story	than	the	pictures	
that	come	to	mind.		
Who	will	take	the	bate	and	stay	
with	Jesus	to	find	out	more?		
	

	As	I	said	earlier	verse	10-12	is	the	
meat	in	this	story	sandwich.	It’s	
key	to	understanding	Jesus’	
parables	and	really,	the	whole	
gospel.	
The	disciples	are	eager	–	but	
waiting	for	the	crowds	to	clear.	
They	left	all	to	be	changed	by	
Jesus.	(I	will	make	you	into	fishers	of	men)	
They	believe	Jesus	is	here	to	do	
God’s	will.	
	

V10	Readiness	by	faith	in	Jesus	
They	are	ready	to	hear.	
Why?	

They	believe	Jesus	speaks	God’s	
words.		
THOSE	WHO	BELIEVE	JESUS	HAVE	
HEART	TO	RECEIVE	GOD’S	WORD.		
God’s	Kingdom	is	being	revealed	in	
the	life	and	words	of	Jesus,	Son	of	
God.	
[Really	the	opposite	of	what	my	children	experienced	in	our	country’s	education	system.	We	found	the	ones	showing	the	most	
promise…willing	to	go	the	extra	mile,	were	left	to	learn	on	their	own.	Instead	the	attention	and	extra	funding	went	to	those	showing	less	
hunger	and	potential	for	learning.	Now	managers	are	pulling	their	hair	out	trying	to	find	diligent,	self-motivated,	honest	workers…go	figure.	
Seems	like	Jesus	might	know	something	about	human	nature.]	

What	about	the	outsiders?		
Read	V11-12	
The	crowds	are	not	ready.	Their	
hearts	are	still	too	hard	(Matt	13:10-
17).	It	may	seem	cruel	to	keep	God’s	
deeper	teaching	veiled	in	riddles	
but	we	also	have	to	understand	the	
bigger	picture.		Jesus	is	addressing	
2	different	audiences	–	is	requires	
2	different	forms	of	teaching.	The	
crowds	expect	a	different	Messiah	
a	King	David	to	vanquish	their	
enemies.	Some	are	there	for	
healing.	Some	for	a	show.	Some	
look	for	ways	to	trap	Him.		
	

There	are	insiders	and	there	are	
outsiders.	Then	and	now.	
What	separates	them?	
As	of	November	2014	the	full	Bible	
has	been	translated	into	531	
languages,	and	2,883	languages	
have	at	least	some	portion	of	the	
Bible.	Why	are	so	many	still	trying	
to	live	their	own	way…or	by	some	
other	god?		
Most	ears	are	still	missing	a	heart	
of	faith	in	Jesus.		



	 4	

But	some	are	waiting	with	faith	
now.	That’s	why	translators	and	
missionaries	still	go	out	to	the	
furthest	reaches…to	bring	the	
Gospel	of	Jesus.	And	that’s	why	we	
support	them.	
Jesus	has	much	more	training	to	do	
with	the	disciples.	To	unveil	
everything	now	in	public	is	not	the	
Father’s	plan.		
	

V13	Still	Beginners	
Can	sense	a	bit	of	a	emotion	here?	
Jesus	is	fully	human	and	fully	God.	
Training	takes	work.	Even	Jesus	
was	surprised	how	slow	the	
disciples	could	be.	It	gives	me	hope.	
”This	parable	is	a	key	to	
understanding	all	the	parables,	so	
pay	attention.”	
	

V14	Farmer	Brown	shares	the	
gospel	
The	seeds	are	the	word	of	God-the	
news	that	Jesus	is	sharing	
everywhere.	So	if	we’re	being	
farmer	brown,	what’s	our	field	
like?	Worse	than	His…full	of	
demons?		
I’ve	heard	from	Christians	here,	
that	Lillooet	is	an	exceptionally	
dark	place…like	some	special	
stronghold	of	Satan.	God	has	good	
news.	The	gates	of	hell	will	not	
prevail	against	the	church	of	Jesus	
Christ,	who	conquered	death	and	
intercedes	for	us	today	Matt	16:18.		
Read	V15-19		

Unbelieving	Heart	Conditions	
Path:	What	was	that?	
Rocky:	Great	deal!	(Repentance?	
Commitment?)	No	root,	no	faith.	
Thorns:	Never	mature.	
I	don’t	usually	go	into	the	Greek	
with,	but	pay	attention	to	this.	The	
first	three	hearers	have	a	quick,	
superficial	hearing	[not	heeding].	
We	know	this	because	the	original	
Greek	is	in	the	aorist	tense	–	action	
completed,	simply	and	finally.	
Casual	hearers	don’t	continue	to	
work	through	what	it	means.	So	
when	things	get	tough,	the	word	of	
God	gets	forgotten	or	pushed	aside.	
Sadly,	they	trade	the	promise	for	
bowl	of	soup	like	Esau	(Gen	25:	29ff).	
Without	faith	in	Jesus	the	word	of	
God	becomes	fruitless	to	them.		
Mark	changes	the	tense	from	aorist	
to	present	tense	in	the	case	of	the	
fourth	hearer:	the	good	soil.	This	
heart	is	ready	for	a	continual	
ongoing	effort	(heeding).	
	

V20	Faith	hearing	in	action	
God	does	a	miracle	with	those	who	
heed	with	a	believing	heart.		
So,	the	first	half	of	this	sandwich	
story	is	about	the	ministry	of	Jesus:	
sowing	God’s	word	in	Israel.	Jesus	
shared	God’s	Word	with	‘whoever’.	
The	2nd	half	is	about	discipleship.	
Sow	the	Gospel	with	‘whoever’.		
I’d	like	to	read	you	a	faith	in	action	
story:	
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Thanks,	Mister,	for	talking	to	me	
(Doug	Nichols)	
	

The	parable	of	the	sower	is	like	the	
cloud	that	separated	the	Egyptian	
army	from	Israel.	That	which	
brought	blindness	to	Egypt	was	
revelation	to	Israel.	The	same	
event	brought	light	and	darkness	
depending	on	one’s	faith	in	God.		
The	reality	for	Jesus’	disciples,	and	
us-is	there	will	be	obstacles	but	
God’s	will	is	assured.	There	will	be	
fruitful	harvests	beyond	compare.	
Later,	the	12	will	be	sent	to	sow	the	
word.	They	will	experience	the	
hard,	rocky,	thorny	soil–where	the	
harvest	seems	impossible.	Yet	just	
as	God	promised,	the	word	will	be	
heard	by	believing	hearts.	The	
miracle	a	transformed	heart	
continues	today,	2000	years	later.	
	

2	Audiences	
Spectators,	don’t	wait	too	long.	Be	
diligent.	Keep	investigating	Jesus	
and	His	claims.	Don’t	waste	your	
time	with	people	who	claim	to	
know	Jesus	but	are	just	the	same	as	
anyone	else.	They	are	not	being	
filled	with	the	Holy	Spirit.	Go	to	
writings:	the	four	Gospel	writers	
(Matthew	Mark	Luke	and	John,	
eyewitnesses).	Go	to	the	book	of	
Acts…what	happened	after	Jesus	
rose	from	the	dead	and	ascended	
to	heaven…written	by	Dr.	Luke,	
who	interviewed	eyewitnesses.	

Then	read	the	letters	from	those	
first	century	followers.	You	might	
find	it	interesting	that	the	greatest	
amount	of	writing	accepted	by	the	
church	as	inspired	by	God	was	
done	by	one	who	used	to	throw	
Christians	into	prison	and	have	
them	killed,	Saul	of	Tarsus.	He	had	
an	encounter	with	Jesus	and	
became	Christ’s	voice	of	salvation	
to	all	nations.	Risking	his	life,	he	
wrote:	
For	the	wages	of	sin	is	death,	but	the	
gift	of	God	is	eternal	life	in	Christ	
Jesus	our	Lord.	Rom	6:23	
And	of	course…do	interview	and	
spend	time	with	believers.	
Believers	also	claim	the	Old	
Testament	as	God’s	words	so	even	
creation	points	to	God.	Those	who	
don’t	hear	with	active	faith	remain	
outsiders.	
	

Believers,	do	you	feel	pressure	
(like	a	foreboding	weight)	to	share	
about	Jesus?	Like	if	they	reject,	
you’ve	failed?	Being	a	disciple	and	
making	disciples	is	not	about	what	
we	can	make	of	ourselves	or	
others,	but	believing	Jesus	and	His	
word	will	produce	God’s	harvest.	
We	don’t	bring	the	harvest,	we	sow	
the	seed	and	work	with	those	who	
believe.	(Like	Jesus)	Did	the	farmer	
control	the	soil?	No,	we	cannot	
control	the	state	of	another	human	
heart.	Not	even	our	spouse.	It	is	
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only	a	trick	to	stop	you…that	
someone	would	say	you’re	not	
getting	results	because	your	not	
doing	it	right.			
But	we	will	need	to	keep	our	faith	
active	to	overcome	our	own	sin	
nature	and	be	patient,	like	a	
farmer.	
We	can’t	control	the	condition	of	
other	hearts,	but	we	can	continue	
guarding	our	own	heart	and	being	
filled	with	the	Holy	Spirit.		
Faith	is	like	the	grain	growing	in	
the	parable:	its	dynamic	not	static.	
It	matures	by	continuing	to	hear,	
receive	and	produce	God’s	fruit	
by	faith.		
Keep	sowing,	church.		
The	Kingdom	adventure	is	to	know	
God	and	share	his	love	through	
Jesus.	The	Holy	Spirit	guides	and	
empowers	us.	The	Holy	Spirit	
convicts	and	opens	unbelieving	
hearts.	Don’t	give	up		
• when	you	share	your	
testimony	and	it	hits	the	hard	
ground.		

• when	your	loving	actions	
seem	to	be	fall	on	the	rocks.		

• when	the	gospel	about	Jesus	
you	share	seems	to	be	getting	
squeezed	out	by	distractions,	
pleasures	and	worries.		

Because	someday	sowing	the	
Gospel	will	hit	pay	dirt.		
I	am	so	thankful	that	when	I	was	9,	
a	neighbor	girl	invited	me	to	a	5	

day	club	that	talked	about	Jesus.	I	
came	for	cookies	and	lemonade	but	
my	heart	was	ready	to	believe	
Jesus.	The	most	unlikely	person	has	
they’re	believing	ears	on.	You	
might	not	even	get	to	see	it	in	your	
lifetime.	It	might	be	the	generation	
you	passed	the	faith	on	to,	after	
you’ve	gone	home.		
God’s	reign	is	here	by	the	Holy	
Spirit…somewhat	hidden.	But	
someday	soon,	like	a	miracle	
harvest	bursting	upon	the	world...it	
will	be	visible.	And	after	the	
judgment,	heaven	and	earth	will	be	
one.	God	will	be	physically	present	
with	His	people	forever.	
Someday	we	will	hear	the	
thunder	of	joy	from	the	cloud	of	
witnesses.	Someday	we	will	hear	
our	heavenly	Father	say…	well	
done,	my	servant,	well	done.	And	
hear	Jesus	say	“come,	you	who	are	
blessed	by	my	Father;	take	your	
inheritance,	the	kingdom	prepared	
for	you	since	the	creation	of	the	
world.”	Matt	25:34	


