
	 1	

Jesus	Chooses	12	Mark	3:7-19	
Jan	10,2016	

Christmas	was	all	about	
Emmanuelle:	the	gift	of	God	with	
us.	The	apostle	John	says,	
“The	Word	became	flesh	and	made	
His	dwelling	among	us.”	Jn	1:14		
In	the	Gospel	of	Mark,	The	Son	of	
God	preaches	that	God's	promised	
kingdom	is	near.		
“Repent	and	believe.”		
	

Jesus’	power	and	preaching	
attracts	more	and	more	people.	
The	‘guardians	of	society’	go	from	
curious	to	alarmed.	Jesus	is	the	
new	wine	that	their	religious	
traditions	cannot	contain.	He	
comes	with	authority…challenging	
their	very	motives.	In	our	last	
study,	Jesus	asks,	“Is	it	right	to	
save	a	life	or	kill?”		
This	is	not	a	question	about	the	
man	with	the	withered	hand.	The	
Pharisees	choose...to	kill.	They	are	
plotting	a	course	with	those	who	
have	the	political	power	to	get	it	
done.	
	

Today,	Mark	pans	the	camera	back	
from	the	synagogue	scene	at	
Capernaum.	He	pulls	back	to	give	
us	a	panoramic	view	of	what	is	
going	on	in	Jesus’	ministry.	So	far	
Jesus	has	been	laboring	single-
handed.	He	is	limited	in	human	
form	to	being	present	in	one	place	
at	a	time.	His	teaching	has	been	

simple.	We	might	call	this	Jesus’	
first	stage	of	ministry,	“come	and	
see.”		
	

But	it’s	getting	dangerous	and	
unwieldy.	Opposition	is	growing	
among	the	‘guardians’	of	society.	
It’s	becoming	more	difficult	to	
move	about	freely	and	
communicate.	He’s	overrun	with	
people	every	time	he	goes	into	a	
town.	A	new	stage	of	ministry	is	
about	to	unfold:	to	serve	the	
Father’s	plans	for	establishing	
God’s	Kingdom	nearness	on	earth.		
	

Read	3:7	
Who	are	His	disciples	at	this	point?	
And	what’s	their	purpose…beyond	
listening	and	crowd	control?		
We	know	some	disciples	by	name	
already.	The	fishermen:	Simon	
(Peter)	and	his	brother	Andrew,	
James	and	his	brother	John.		Then	
the	surprise	choice,	Levi	the	tax	
collector.	Jesus	ignores	the	‘safe’	
choice	here	and	opens	up	a	
friendship	with	people	who	don’t	
follow	the	ideals	of	society.	People	
who	mix	work	with	gentiles.	From	
John’s	Gospel	we	also	know	Jesus	
had	already	called	Philip	and	
Nathanael	the	true	Israelite	(Jn	1:44ff).	
(I	wonder	how	they	get	along)	The	
first	six	chosen	go	all	the	way	back	
to	when	John	the	Baptist	was	free.	
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Jesus	chooses	the	‘black	sheep’	
later	on	near	His	new	
headquarters	in	Capernaum.	
	

Jesus	still	chooses	‘black	sheep’	
today.	The	Holy	Spirit	convicts	and	
opens	spiritual	eyes	to	see	Jesus	
the	Savior.	He	is	called	the	Spirit	of	
Christ	(Rom	8:9,	1Pe	1:11).	We	are	
chosen…and	chosen	while	we	
were	yet	sinners	deserving	death.			
Why	are	we	chosen?		
Did	we	just	win	a	lottery	ticket	to	
heaven?	Enjoy	the	ride	and	still	
live	as	we	please?		
Many	will	say,	“Lord,	we	know	
you.”	And	Jesus	will	say,	“I	never	
knew	you,	depart	from	me.”		
Why?		
There’s	no	fruit	from	God	(Matt	7:15ff).	
Jesus	calls	disciples	to	serve	a	
greater	purpose…from	fishermen	
to	fishers	of	men…to	be	God’s	
ambassadors	in	an	everlasting	
family.	Some	plant	gospel	seeds,	
some	water	and	some	reap	a	
harvest	of	God’s	fruit:	Saved	souls	
bearing	love,	joy,	peace,	patience,	
kindness,	goodness,	faithfulness,	
gentleness	and	self	control.	Heirs	
with	Christ,	glorifying	God.		
That’s	why	we	have	to	sing.	Our	
souls	are	changed	forever,	alive	by	
the	presence	of	God.		
Amen?	
Back	to	our	story.	First,	Jesus	gets	
His	disciples	away	from	the	

escalating	conflict.	Away	from	the	
city…to	the	lake.	
	

Let’s	notice	the	importance	of	a	
getaway	for	the	ministry	team.	A	
leader	needs	time	to	help	the	team	
deepen	their	understanding,	their	
conviction	and	unity.	Particularly	
when	faced	with	a	new	challenge.		
	

Read	3:8	
Instead	of	a	getaway	they	are	
followed	by	a	large	Galilean	crowd	
and	then	met	by	crowds	from	
everywhere:	a	human	sandwich	at	
the	lake.	
News	about	the	miracle	preacher	
continued	to	travel.	Some	had	
come	over	200	km	from	the	south	-	
Idumea.	Others	from	as	far	
Northwest	as	the	coastal	city	of	
Sidon…90km.	And	crowds	from	
the	East…on	the	other	side	of	the	
Jordan	(the	Decapolis).		
Oh	this	is	no	stroll	through	the	
park.	It’s	rocky	with	big	changes	in	
elevation,	500-700	m.	And	much	
water	is	needed	in	the	dry	heat.	
Each	person	traveling	has	a	story:	
overcoming	obstacles	to	make	the	
journey.	Perhaps	jeopardizing	
their	employment,	relationships	
and	health.	
	

Feel	with	me	the	limitations	that	
Jesus	allowed	himself	to	have	in	
his	human	tent.	Imagine	you	are	
one	of	his	close	followers	and	see	
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the	mass	of	people	approaching.	
Walking,	jogging,	hobbling	toward	
you.	The	sound	too,	of	
Hundreds…thousands.	How	small	
we	would	feel.	Moving	in	toward	
us:	shoulder	to	shoulder,	reaching,	
crying	out,	staggering,	carrying	
loved	ones.	A	sea	of	people…many	
in	desperate	need.	Could	we	be	
trampled	in	the	panic?	Desperate,	
excited	and	demon	possessed	
people.		
This	century	has	witnessed	many	
tragedies	from	people	crushing	
people.	It	happens	mostly	because	
of	panic	during	an	emergency	or	
failed	barriers	at	events.	The	
highest	number	of	victims	occur	
because	of	blockages	and	
bottlenecks	during	the	Muslim	
pilgrimages	to	Mecca,	Saudi	
Arabia.	This	last	year,	Sept	24,	
2015	over	2000	Muslim	pilgrims	
died	and	hundreds	more	injured.	
[One	of	the	five	pillars	of	Islam	is	a	pilgrimage	
to	Mecca,	Saudi	Arabia	at	least	once	in	their	
lifetime.	They	walk	7	times	around	a	large	
mosque,	pray	at	Mt.	Arafat	and	'stone	the	
devil'	-hurl	stones	at	three	walls].	
Here	we	have	a	pilgrimage:	to	see,	
to	touch,	to	hear.	All	converging	on	
Jesus.	
Read	3:9-10	
Always	a	step	ahead,	Jesus	asks	for	
the	assistance	of	his	disciples	to	
make	ready	a	boat	along	the	shore	
to	escape	the	crush	and	help	bring	
order	if	needed.	A	boat	would	

afford	him	some	distance	and	the	
water	would	slow	the	crowd.	We	
also	learned	right	from	the	
beginning	of	Jesus’	ministry	that	
He	came	to	preach.	A	boat	on	the	
water	would	give	him	the	
acoustics	to	address	many	at	once.		
Read	3:11-12	
Almost	identical	to	the	account	we	
covered	in	1:24-26.		
These	agents	of	Satan,	‘fallen	
angels’	seem	to	have	more	
presence	here	than	at	any	other	
time	in	history.	Jesus	faces	Satan	at	
a	height	of	his	power	on	earth.	
Many	had	turned	from	God	and	
were	vessels	for	Satan’s	twisted	
purposes.	Today,	his	access	has	
been	limited…especially	to	
believers	because	the	Holy	Spirit	
lives	in	children	of	God.	The	
destiny	of	Satan	and	all	demons	is	
hell…eternal	torment.	And	many	
demons	are	currently	confined	by	
God	in	gloomy	dungeons,	waiting	
for	their	final	judgment.	We	have	
no	idea	how	horrible	this	world	
would	be…the	Lord	knows	how	to	
rescue	the	godly	(2	Pet	2:4-10).	
	

So	far,	no	human	in	Mark’s	account	
has	declared	Jesus	is	God’s	Son.	He	
has	withstood	Satan’s	onslaught	of	
temptation.	Exercised	unmatched	
power	over	the	spiritual	forces	of	
evil.	Freed	people	from	the	control	
of	demons.	Yet	only	the	demons	
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declare,	‘you	are	the	Son	of	God’.	
But	demons	are	not	a	credible	
witnesses	for	Jesus’	cause…nor	are	
the	people	ready	to	hear.	He	
commands	their	silence	and	they	
are	cast	out.		
In	the	face	of	these	new	crowds,	
what	is	Jesus	going	to	do?	How	
many	more	people	want	to	
become	His	followers.	How	many	
more	can	He	take	on?		
Many	a	pastor	has	asked	that	
question.	Overwhelmed…one	man	
trying	to	give	love	and	training	for	
newcomers	and	new	believers.	
Something	has	to	change.	
Read	3:13-15	
Growth	requires	organization,	
division	of	labor…so	teaching	can	
go	deeper.	Otherwise	the	increase	
in	numbers	becomes	too	much	of	a	
burden.	And	the	teaching	remains	
at	an	entry	level.	Jesus’	new	stage	
in	ministry	limits	access	for	the	
larger	group	of	disciples	but	it	
opens	up	a	more	intensified	
training	for	the	12.	It’s	personal.	
Jesus	commands	we	make	
disciples	too	(Matt	28:18-20).	Mentoring	
seekers	and	those	younger	in	the	
faith.	Christ	has	also	given	leaders	
like	pastors	as	a	gift	for	equipping	
people	to	do	works	of	service,	so	
the	church	may	grow	and	be	
encouraged.	(Eph	4:11-12)		
The	12	are	to	be	with	Jesus	
constantly.	Eventually	they	will	

multiply	God’s	Kingdom	presence	
by	sharing	the	message	and	power	
of	God.	They	will	go	from	being	
students	to	sharing	the	ministry–	
apprentices	for	the	office	of	
apostle.	Christ	will	now	make	
training	the	12	a	constant	priority.	
Thought	from,	AB	Bruce,	The	Training	of	the	Twelve	

“Jesus	made	it	His	business	to	tell	
them	in	cover	of	darkness,	what	
they	would	afterward	speak	in	the	
daylight,	and	to	whisper	in	their	
ear	–	what	they	would	years	later	
preach	from	the	housetops”	(Acts	
2:14:47).	
	

In	ministry,	if	we	spread	ourselves	
too	thin,	we	lose	the	quality	for	
others	to	pass	on.	Paul	exhorted	
Timothy	(2	Tim	2:2)	to	pay	close	
attention	to	the	doctrine	He	taught	
and	entrust	it	to	reliable	men.		
No	compromise.		
Yet	the		human	aliment	is	to	seek	a	
short	cut.	Like	seeking	influence	
through	popularity.	But	in	order	to	
appeal	to	the	most,	the	message	
gets	watered	down.	So	actually	it	
become	quantity	over	quality.	
	

Helps	for	passing	on	quality	
1.	Give	God	the	control	by	
making	the	most	of	opportunities	
He	presents.	That	will	keep	us	
engaged	and	growing	in	our	faith.	
2.	Take	responsibility	for	
Christ’s	command	to	make	
disciples.	Help	at	least	one	other	
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person	to	grow	in	their	obedience	
to	Christ.	Don’t	buy	into	a	way	of	
thinking	that	would	see	disciple	
making	is	only	for	the	pros.	It’s	a	
shared	family	thing.	
3.	Pray.		In	Luke’s	account	of	this	
section,	He	reports	that	Jesus	was	
all	night	praying	before	He	chose	
the	12.	We	need	the	Father’s	
direction	and	a	righteous	heart	to	
make	good	decisions.		
Pray	also	that	good	Christian	men	
and	women	don’t	get	sucked	into	
popular	Christianity.	It’s	far	too	
easy	to	idolize	people	from	a	
distance.	It’s	a	slippery	slope	for	a	
leader	to	become	the	‘people’s’	
choice’	rather	than	a	man	or	
woman	after	God’s	heart.	Pride	
kills	our	witness	and	distorts	our	
relationship	with	God.	God	raises	
up	leaders	to	call	people	to	look	to	
Christ.	
4.	Guard	our	doctrine.	The	NT	
writers	warn	us	to	be	diligent	
about	guarding	against	false	
teaching.	I	could	be	up	nights	in	a	
cold	sweat	thinking	about	all	the	
traps	the	evil	one	has	laid	out	for	
naïve,	unstudied	and	unguarded	
Christians.	People	have	such	easy	
access	to	teaching	that	tickles	
rather	than	convicts.	
Fortunately	we	have	the	word	of	
God	in	our	grasp.	Test	all	teaching	
with	Scripture	and	seek	the	
council	of	mature	believers.  

5.	Guard	our	hearts.	Guard	your	
heart	above	all	else,	for	it	
determines	the	course	of	your	life.	
Prov	4:23	NLT	
Be	careful	little	eyes,	ears,	hands	
and	feet…	
Beware	also	of	the	thinking,	“If	
only	we	could	do	a	big	miracle	
…then	they	would	listen.	Then	
they	would	want	what	we	have”	
Tell	that	to	Simon	Peter…when	he	
denied	knowing	‘the	man’	Mk	14:71.	
People	mocked	Jesus	on	the	cross.	
The	greatest	miracle	of	our	faith	in	
Christ	is	a	transformed	heart…love	
being	the	greatest.	
	

Read	3:16-19	
Instead	of	examining	each	person	
this	time,	let’s	consider	the	group	
has	something	in	common:	They	
would	never	have	been	picked	by	
the	established	‘guardians’	of	
God’s	people.	It	would	be	more	
accurate	to	say	they	are	more	like	
the	opposite.		
Is	Jesus	making	a	statement	by	
choosing	such	ordinary	men?	
	

I	can	think	of	practical	reasons	for	
going	up	the	mountain	to	call	the	
disciples…thin	out	the	crowd,	
maybe.	But	there’s	something	
deeper.	It’s	like	Moses,	when	God	
told	him	to	call	Israel’s	tribal	
leaders	up	Mt	Sinai	(Ex	24:1-11).	
There,	Moses	built	an	alter	and	set	
up	12	stone	pillars	representing	
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the	12	tribes	of	Israel.	Moses	was	
about	to	receive	the	10	
Commandments:	God’s	way.	
Is	Jesus	making	a	statement	by	
choosing	another	12?	To	show	
them	God’s	way?	
Later	in	their	training	Jesus	makes	
this	statement	about	the	
significance	of	the	12	in	God’s	
kingdom.		
Jesus	said	to	them,	“Truly	I	tell	you,	
at	the	renewal	of	all	things,	when	
the	Son	of	Man	sits	on	his	glorious	
throne,	you	who	have	followed	me	
will	also	sit	on	twelve	thrones,	
judging	the	twelve	tribes	of	Israel.	
Matt	19:28	
Near	the	end	of	Scripture,	in	Jesus’	
revelation	to	John,	he	is	shown	the	
great	city	of	God,	where	each	of	the	
12	gates	will	have	the	name	of	a	
tribe	of	Israel	at	the	top	and	a	
name	of	one	of	the	12	apostles	at	
the	foundation.	(Rev	21:14)	
	

It	all	comes	down	to	who	we	
believe	Jesus	is.	If	we	believe	Jesus	
is	the	Son	of	God,	He	has	already	
implied	that	His	way	will	not	fit	
with	the	old	way.	It	has	been	
corrupted	beyond	repair.	The	
religious	leaders	will	not	learn	
from	Him.	They	now	seek	to	
destroy	Him.		
Jesus	is	formalizing	the	break	that	
has	already	happened.	God	has	
rejected	the	old	guardians	and	

their	whole	system	of	religion	
based	on	works	and	outward	
appearances.	They	misrepresent	
the	heart	of	God’s	commands	for	
Israel.		
Jesus	is	God’s	servant	to	bring	a	
new	order:	Righteousness	by	God’s	
grace…through	faith.	The	12	will	
be	the	first	people	to	preach	the	
way	to	salvation	is	by	grace,	
through	faith	in	Jesus.	
	

Jesus	chooses	people	like	you	and	
me.	He	chooses	lowly	people	–	
even	thick	headed	and	slow	of	
heart		
	

Read	1	Cor	1:26-31	
Amen	


