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Jesus	Counters	the	1-2	Punch	
Part	I:	Mark	3:20-30	

	

The	Gospel	of	Mark	deepens	our	
conviction	about	Jesus	and	what	it	
takes	to	follow	Him.	The	narrator	
stops	to	give	us	special	insight	
from	time	to	time	–	as	the	pace	of	
the	action	is	fast	(like	the	section	
we	just	studied).	But	no	book	can	
contain	it	all.	That’s	why	there’s	4	
Gospels.	
Who’s	heard	of	a	harmony	of	the	
four	Gospels?		
It	lines	up	all	the	events	of	the	
Gospels	in	chronological	order.	
Occasionally	I	will	point	out	events	
that	Mark	leaves	out.	This	is	not	to	
say	Mark	is	somehow	lacking.	Each	
gospel	stands	legitimately	on	its	
own	how	God	intended.	
Between	my	last	sermon	and	this	
one...verse	19	and	20	of	chapter	3,	
Jesus	preached	the	Sermon	on	the	
Mount	(Matt	5-7).	Jesus	also	healed	
the	centurion's	servant,	raised	the	
widow’s	son	from	the	dead,	
assured	John	the	Baptist's	
followers	and	publically	forgave	a	
sinful	woman	who	anointed	His	
feet	with	perfume	–	right	in	a	
Pharisee’s	home	(Lk	7-8:3).	Also	
significant	is	that	a	group	of	
women	have	joined	the	closer	
circle	of	disciples	to	support	them.	
	

Opening:	It	seems	to	be	the	human	

condition	that	authority	and	
misunderstanding	go	hand	in	
hand.	And	the	enemy	wants	to	
capitalize	on	that.	Especially	after	
Jesus	appoints	the	12	with	the	
intension	of	multiplying	His	power	
and	message	through	them.	
Boxing	is	a	simple	metaphor	to	
represent	battle.	Jesus	has	entered	
the	ring	and	Satan	is	throwing	
everything	he’s	got	at	Him.	A	
classic	boxing	move	is	the	1-2	
punch:	a	jab	with	the	non-
dominant	fist	that	sets	up	a	bigger	
blow	from	the	dominant	one.	
Imagine	Satan	has	gathered	his	
forces	to	crush	Jesus	with	a	1-2	
punch:	reputation	and	family	
obligation.	
The	devil	tries	to	unseat	Jesus	from	
His	authority	on	earth	by	inciting	
His	own	family	to	get	Him	out	of	
the	way…and	prodding	His	
religious	enemies	to	turn	the	
crowds	from	seeking	to	fearing	
Him.	They	move	in	to	silence	and	
slander	Him.	A	1-2	punch.	Its	all	
being	played	out	right	in	front	of	
Jesus’	closest	followers.		
	

Read	3:20	
Do	you	think	the	disciples	counted	
the	cost	of	being	with	Jesus?	Going	
without	food	while	serving	others?		
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I	want	to	affirm	you…you	notice	
when	people	serving	need	food.	All	
those	people	being	helped…and	no	
one	thought	to	bring	Jesus	and	His	
disciples		food.		
	

The	crowds	are	not	the	only	one’s	
seeking	out	Jesus.	His	family	has	
become	alarmed	at	the	radical	
nature	of	His	mission:		
• Society’s	religious	guardians	
want	Jesus	dead	

• He	has	chosen	12	to	carry	out	
the	ministry	to	a	new	level…the	
symbolism	of	a	new	Israel	
would	attract	attention…all	the	
way	to	the	top.	Last	time	a	king	
was	involved,	the	family	had	to	
flee	and	many	innocents	were	
killed	

• The	demands	of	the	crowds	are	
unreasonable	

• Other	(family	persecuted?)	
Read	v21		
The	family	has	agreed	Jesus	is	
going	crazy	and	they’re	on	the	way	
to	‘rescue’	Him.	‘Out	of	his	mind’	
could	also	mean	he’s	at	some	stage	
of	demon	possession.	Today,	if	a	
family	becomes	alarmed	about	
their	member	joining	a	cult,	some	
resort	to	kidnapping	and	
deprogramming.	The	phrase	‘take	
charge’	is	a	bit	weak.	It’s	the	same	
phrase	used	when	Jesus	was	
seized	to	face	trial	and	execution.		
They	wanted	Him	away	from	the	

public.	Perhaps	with	peace	and	
quiet,	He	would	come	to	His	senses	
and	stop	being	so	radical.		
Has	anybody	in	your	family	
accused	you	of	being	too	radical	
about	your	faith?	
So	far,	in	the	house	in	we	have:		
• the	disciples		
• the	crowd	straining	to	hear	and	
striving	to	be	touched	

• the	family	soon	to	arrive	and	
bent	on	taking	Him	away	

And	now	for	the	first	time	a	
delegation	from	Jerusalem	is	about	
to	arrive	-	to	slander	Him	in	public.		
“These	backwoods	Galileans	will	
fall	away	from	Jesus	when	they	
find	out	from	us	that	he’s	a	
sorcerer.”	(Judean	superiority)	
Read	v22	
It’s	punch	#1	from	the	enemy.	A	
sharp	jab	is	launched	from	the	
Jerusalem	delegation.	They	start	at	
the	back,	shouting	among	the	
crowds	(the	most	vulnerable).	
“Jesus	is	a	tool	of	Beelzebul.	He	is	
driving	out	demons	not	by	God’s	
power	but	by	the	Prince	of	
demons!	Turn	back	to	the	God	of	
your	forefathers…before	the	evil	
returns	worse	than	ever.”		
Does	the	enemy	catch	Jesus	off	
balance?		
In	boxing,	the	way	to	counter	the	
jab	is	to	block	or	parry	and	lean	in	
at	the	same	time.	That	way	the	
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second	strike	does	not	reach	it’s	
full	length	of	power.	It	can	leave	
the	opponent	vulnerable	to	a	swift	
counterpunch.	
How	does	Jesus	parry	this	blow	
and	‘lean	in?’	He	summons	them	
into	His	inner	circle…His	
courtroom.	
Read	v23	
If	someone	came	in	at	the	back	
right	now	and	started	shouting	
down	this	ministry,	it	would	be	a	
natural	response	to	respond	by	
matching	the	same	volume…for	all	
to	hear.	Prov	15:1	tells	us	that	a	
gentle	answer	turns	away	wrath.	It	
diffuses	the	anger	from	heating	up	
even	more.		
So	Jesus	invites	them	in	and	the	
crowd	parts.	What	are	they	going	
to	do	but	go	in?	Gentlemanly	and	
strategic.	The	disciples	get	a	lesson	
up	close	and	personal.		
The	delegation	is	caught	with	a	
parry	–	a	surprise	question.	“How	
can	Satan	drive	out	Satan?”	This	
question	requires	familiarity	with	
exorcism	and	the	kingdom	of	
Satan.		
It’s	a	parable	(first	one	in	Mark).	
Parables	require	effort	and	
spiritual	readiness	on	the	part	of	
the	listener.	In	modern	terms,	it	
requires	the	hearer	to	decipher	a	
higher	level	of	language	and	
psychology.	Jesus	has	the	
knowledge	of	the	kingdom	and	He	

dispenses	it	wisely…not	like	pearls	
to	swine.	Mark	lets	us	in	on	Jesus’	
parables	to	help	us	interpret	what	
is	happening.		
[Jesus	uses	comparison,	illustration,	proverb,	
allegory	and	riddles]		
Jesus	knows	they	have	no	real	
answer	to	His	question.	So	He	
breaks	it	down…for	us	all.			
Read	v24	
A	kingdom	will	not	stay	in	power	if	
it’s	fighting	itself,	right?	
Any	history	buffs	here?	
Why	did	Rome	have	such	a	vast	
kingdom	at	that	time?	Timing.		
The	civilization	of	Greece	was	
advanced	but	they	were	always	
fighting	against	each	other;	
especially	Athens	and	Sparta.	It	
made	them	vulnerable.	Philip	of	
and	his	son,	Alexander	of	
Macedonia	took	control.	Alexander	
the	Great	was	a	phenomenal	
general	but	he	didn’t	have	a	united	
kingdom.	There	were	always	plots	
and	conspiracies	behind	his	back.	
Athens	and	Sparta	were	reluctant	
supporters	when	he	defeated	
Persia.	They	were	forced	to	fight	
with	him.	No	one	was	happy	with	
the	honor	Alexander	gave	his	
conquered	Persian	subjects	to	
keep	them	from	rebelling.	When	
Alexander	died	at	32	(323),	there	
was	no	legal	or	political	
framework	holding	it	together.	The	
empire	began	to	turn	on	itself	for	
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control.	The	royal	family	was	
killed,	the	army	split	into	factions,	
Greek	states	tried	to	regain	their	
independence,	conquered	empires	
tried	to	stake	claims.		
[Eventually	2	empires	emerged:	the	Seleucid	
in	the	east	and	the	Ptolemaic	in	the	south…to	
take	on	the	Macedonian	kingdom.]		
The	Greek	world	had	a	common	
culture	and	religion	but	each	city,	
state	or	kingdom	fought	for		
independence.	
So,	a	kingdom	divided	against	itself	
cannot	survive.	The	Romans	were	
less	sophisticated	and	powerful	
yet	were	able	to	conquer	and	take	
in	the	entire	Greek	kingdom	in	200	
years.	The	most	successful	empire	
(the	Byzantine)	was	actually	a	
reunited	Greek	Empire.	[Researched	
from	www.quora.com/What-contributed-to-
the-fall-of-the-Greek-empire]	
Surely	Jesus’	opponents	would	
have	caught	the	kingdom	
illustration	because	they	were	
living	in	it.	But	Jesus	continues	to	
simplify.		
Read	v25	
We	have	stability	in	Canada.	
Government,	laws,	police,	army.	
Even	so,	we	have	break-	ins	and	
theft.	More	and	more	people	install	
their	own	security	systems.	All	
that	effort	to	secure	the	building.		
What	about	securing	the	heart?		
There	is	a	bigger	battle	going	on	
inside	the	home…for	the	hearts	of	
men,	women	and	children.	

Jealousy,	anger,	lies,	selfishness	
etc.	No	contentment.	No	rest	for	
the	soul.	Husband	and	wives	
expecting	from	each	other	what	
only	God	can	give.	Children	lost	in	
the	crossfire,	medicating	
themselves	on	any	number	of	
available	distractions.	Without	
God,	hearts	become	calloused	and	
then	hard.	A	beautiful	house	
becomes	a	smelly	run	down	bank	
foreclosure.		
As	a	father,	I	turned	to	God	for	
help.	I	prayed	that	my	children	
would	grow	up	to	be	spiritually	
healthy…loving	God	and	others.	I	
thank	God	for	His	mercy.	
People	need	the	Lord.	Oh,	they	
mock,	take	the	Lord’s	name	in	vain	
but	people	really	need	the	Lord.	
Let	us	never	forget…but	for	the	
grace	of	God,	there	go	we.	
The	same	principle	of	internal	
division,	like	an	infestation,	
weakens	the	kingdom…big	or	
small.	In	a	home	or	an	empire.		
So	what’s	actually	happening,	
when	Jesus	casts	out	demons?	
Read	v26		
Jesus	is	stronger	than	Satan.	Satan	
is	subdued	and	can’t	protect	his	
own	plunder…human	souls.	Jesus	
is	freeing	them	left	and	right.	God	
is	asserting	His	power	against	evil	
–	the	time	of	salvation	is	near.	
Jesus	is	Lord.		
Today	He	rules	in	heaven,	our	



	 5	

mediator	–	defending	us	against	
the	accuser.	“Paid	in	full	with	My	
blood.”	Jesus	patiently	waits	for	
the	Father’s	signal	to	finish	the	job.	
And	indeed,	John	is	given	a	vision	
of	how	this	plays	out	(Rev	20).	Satan	
will	be	bound	by	God’s	angel	and	
cast	into	the	Abyss	for	1000	yrs.	
Then	he	will	be	released	for	a	
short	time	to	deceive	the	
nations…separating	the	chaff	from	
the	wheat.		
His	plans	do	not	succeed.		
He	will	be	thrown	into	the	lake	of	
burning	sulfur	forever	to	join	the	
beast	and	the	false	prophet.	Finally	
death,	hades	and	all	those	not	
written	in	the	book	of	life	will	join	
him.	A	terrifying	ending.		
But	for	those	who	live	by	faith	in	
Jesus		-	everlasting	life	in	the	
family	of	God.	There	will	be	a	new	
heaven	and	earth;	a	new	city	
where	God	dwells	with	His	people:	
no	more	death,	mourning,	crying	
and	pain	(Rev	21:1-4).		
Amen?	
After	the	parry,	Jesus	levels	a	
counterstrike.	
Read	v28-30	
I	came	across	a	story	from	pastor	
John	Piper,	who	had	a	distressed	
young	woman	show	up	at	his	
office.	She	shared	that	one	day,	as	a	
young	teenager	she	got	so	angry	at	
her	mom	that	she	locked	herself	in	
her	room	and	used	every	foul	

word	she	could	think	of	against	the	
Holy	Spirit.	It	seared	into	her	
conscience	and	haunted	her	again	
and	again.	She	came	to	ask	if	she	
had	committed	the	unforgiveable	
sin.		
First,	I’d	like	to	point	out	that	Jesus	
is	confronting	hard	cases:	trying	to	
stop	people	from	believing	in	Him.	
This	is	not	some	preteen	temper	
tantrum.		
Second.	Notice	that	Jesus	declares	
that	God	will	forgive	all	sins	and	
blasphemies	people	commit.	That’s	
an	extraordinary	grace	Jesus	is	
declaring	as	fact.		
Is	this	universalism?	Does	
everyone	get	a	free	pass…or	a	
second	chance	in	another	life?		
No.	There	have	always	been	
conditions:	For	Adam	and	Eve,	all	
the	fruit	except	one.	For	Israel,	the	
10	Commandments.	Two	basic	
elements	of	our	being	are	most	
important	to	satisfy	God’s	
righteous	requirements:	Faith	and	
love.	Abraham	believed	God	
(trusted	Him	with	his	future)	and	
he	was	seen	by	God	as	
righteous…paid	up	in	full	(Rom	4:3).	
Love	trusts.	And	faith	without	love	
is	worthless	to	God	(1	Cor	13).		It’s	
God’s	love	that	makes	a	way	for	us.	
Jesus	took	to	the	cross,	the	
punishment	and	death	we	
deserved.		
Read	Col	2:13-15	
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But	there	is	a	condition.	
What	is	that	condition?	
Believe	Jesus	is	who	He	says	and	
you	will	love	God	#1.	When	the	
Holy	Spirit	convicts	us	and	
introduces	us	to	the	Savior.	We	
believe.	We	Love.	We	have	rest	for	
our	souls	(Matt	11:29).	Jesus	is	our	
Savior,	Lord,	Deliverer,	Teacher,	
The	Way	the	Truth	and	the	Life.		
That’s	only	the	beginning.	The	
Holy	Spirit	continues	to	work	a	
miracle	in	us…living	in	us.	
Continuing	to	help	us	be	more	like	
who	God	created	us	to	be.	We	
learn	to	daily	lay	our	burdens	
down,	pick	up	His	mission-trusting	
God	knows	what	best	for	us.	Dying	
to	self	more	and	more,	and	picking	
up	our	cross	(Matt	16:24)	to	live	for	
Him.	Our	bodies	of	clay,	by	faith	
become	a	temple	of	the	Holy	Spirit	
(1	Cor	6:19).		
If	a	person	completely	rejects	the	
Holy	Spirit	and	His	work…how	are	
they	going	be	convicted?	How	are	
they	going	to	repent?	How	do	they	
know	the	love	of	Jesus?	
Only	God	knows	when	a	person’s	
conscience	is	completely	seared-	
when	they’ve	grieved	the	Holy	
Spirit	too	far-declaring	God’s	work	
is	the	devil’s	(blaspheming).		
God	is	holy	and	righteous.	He	
knows	when	a	person	will	never	
be	written	in	the	Lambs	book	of	
life.	We	are	not	the	final	judge.	

Look	at	Saul.	Didn’t	he	cross	the	
line	while	hunting	down	
Christians?		
Face	to	face	with	Jesus,	he	
repented.	He	became	Paul,	God’s	
missionary	apostle	to	us,	Gentiles.	
	

Back	to	the	story	about	the	young	
woman.	The	very	fact	that	she	is	
burdened,	shows	her	conscience	is	
not	seared.		
If	guilt	keeps	coming	back	after	
confession,	this	may	be	a	trick	
from	the	enemy	to	discourage	
growth.	Guilt	defeats	and	
imprisons	but	God’s	conviction	
leads	to	confession	and	
restoration.	
This	whole	passage	urges	us	to	
stay	loyal	to	Jesus	–	even	under	
pressure	from	the	most	important	
people	in	our	lives.	In	the	end,	we	
answer	to	God	–	for	eternity.	
	
The	second	punch	comes	next	
week.	
		


