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Something	New	
Nov	29/15	

Intro	
The	story	of	God’s	power	and	
compassion	revealed	in	Jesus	is	
taking	a	dark	twist.	The	very	
people	who	should	be	most	
interested	in	knowing	God’s	
nearness	have	turned	from	
observers	to	critics.	Something	is	
blocking	them	from	seeing	God’s	
message	and	new	reign	through	
Jesus.		
	

The	first	religious	setting	that	
Jesus	entered	in	Mark’s	Gospel	was	
the	Synagogue	of	Capernaum	
(1:21ff).	He	preached	with	authority	
and	he	exercised	authority	over	
the	unseen	world…casting	out	a	
demon.	The	demon	knew	Jesus’	
heavenly	identity	and	he	silenced	
the	evil	manifestation	after	casting	
it	out	of	the	man	of	residence.		
Who	has	that	kind	of	authority?		
That	same	evening	he	reordered	
the	very	molecules	of	human	flesh	
–	healing	hundreds	who	gathered.	
Jesus	served	in	several	other	
villages	before	returning	to	
Capernaum	and	when	he	did,	the	
religious	authorizes	were	close	on	
hand	to	observe	His	ministry.	To	
their	shock,	He	exercised	authority	
-	not	just	over	evil	spirits	and	
physical	maladies	but	even	to	see	a	
person’s	soul	-	declaring	a	person’s	

sins	forgiven.	Something	only	God	
can	do.	Blasphemy?	
Last	week	we	read	about	Jesus	
singling	out	Levi	the	tax	
collector…to	join	his	band	of	
disciples.	Mark	emphasized	that	
from	the	curious	and	needy	
masses;	more	and	more	were	
becoming	followers.	And	many	of	
these	followers	did	not	qualify	as	
good	Jews.	It	would	be	scandalous	
to	welcome	these	sinners	into	
their	synagogues.		
Jesus	answers	the	critics,	“I	have	
not	come	to	call	the	‘righteous’,	but	
sinners.”	
	

The	closer	we	get	to	Jesus,	the	
more	we	find	the	Son	of	God	is	on	a	
mission…following	orders	that	
transcend	human	understanding.		
It	must	have	been	very	confusing	
and	perplexing	to	the	established	
religious	authorities.	They	
believed	they	were	faithful	
protectors	of	the	law	of	Moses.	
Jesus	did	not	go	through	their	
system	of	training	and	screening.	
He	didn’t	work	His	way	up	the	
chain	to	gain	their	respect.	Instead	
the	religious	authorities	are	on	the	
outside	looking	in.	They	have	to	
seek	him	out	-	just	like	the	masses	
and	followers.		
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Why	aren’t	the	Pharisees	and	
Teachers	of	the	Law	the	insiders?	
Surely	they	were	heroes;	helping	
their	people	maintain	their	Jewish	
identity	under	Roman	rule.	Their	
goal	was	to	protect	Israelites	from	
being	compromised	by	pagan	
culture	and	their	gods.	Their	goal	
was	to	preserve	the	law	handed	
down	by	God	to	Moses.	They	were	
hoping	for	a	day	that	God	would	
return	to	her	sinful	bride	and	bless	
her	again.	
Why	not	begin	from	within	the	
religious	leadership	structure	–	for	
a	smooth	transition.	A	reform	
instead	of…something	new?	Why	
subvert	the	system	and	begin	a	
grass	roots	movement	among	the	
needy	and	the	disqualified?	Why	
not	gain	the	respect	and	loyalty	of	
thousands	already	dedicated	to	
keep	the	tradition	of	the	elders?	
Was	the	leadership	really	that	far	
away	from	God’s	Kingdom	goals?	
	

When	the	Pharisees	and	Sadducees	
came	to	see	John’s	baptism	of	
repentance	ministry,	this	was	
John’s	revelation	(Matt	3:7-10).	
“You	brood	of	vipers!	Who	warned	
you	to	flee	from	the	coming	wrath?	
Produce	fruit	in	keeping	with	
repentance.	And	do	not	think	you	
can	say	to	yourselves,	‘We	have	
Abraham	as	our	father.’	I	tell	you	
that	out	of	these	stones	God	can	

raise	up	children	for	Abraham.	The	
ax	is	already	at	the	root	of	the	
trees,	and	every	tree	that	does	not	
produce	good	fruit	will	be	cut	
down	and	thrown	into	the	fire.”	
	

You	can’t	get	a	much	clearer	
warning.	Satan	is	the	viper	(Gen	3)	
and	the	Pharisees	and	Sadducees	
are	his	children.	God’s	judgment	is	
on	the	way	and	the	only	salvation	
is	true	repentance.	Repentance	
requires	humility.	The	very	people	
that	should	be	helping	Jesus;	at	His	
feet	learning,	are	too	proud	to	see	
their	hearts	need	changing…they	
need	to	repent	and	believe.	They	
are	sick	who	needs	a	doctor;	the	
sinners	who	need	forgiveness.	In	
the	Gospel	of	Mark,	we’re	going	to	
find	out	more	and	more	that	the	
ones	who	humbly	recognize	their	
sin	and	need	for	Jesus	-	are	the	
ones	who	have	a	chance	to	know	
God.	
	

Lets	look	at	an	even	bigger	picture	
of	the	storm	clouds	approaching.	
The	enemy	Jesus	faced	in	the	
wilderness	is	relentless.	His	
domain	has	been	among	men	for	a	
long	time…not	long	after	Creation.	
Jesus	represents	a	threat	to	that	
rule	and	so	he	scheming…moving	
his	chess	pieces	in	place.	He’s	been	
using	the	pride	and	jealousy	of	the	
religious	leaders	to	silence	God’s	
messengers	for	a	long	time.	What	
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infiltration	and	sabotaging	is	he	
planning	this	time?	There	is	so	
much	at	stake	with	God’s	Son	on	
the	line.	
	

In	our	next	passage	of	Scripture,	
others	besides	the	Pharisees	are	
concerned	that	Jesus’	followers	
have	overlooked	a	tradition	
observed	by	all	the	good	Jews	
(even	John’s	disciples	are	on	board	
here).	God’s	new	reign	doesn’t	
seem	to	be	mixing	very	well	with	
the	religious	traditions	of	Israel.	
Jesus	goes	from	feasting	with	
sinners	to	ignoring	a	nationally	
observed	fast.	
	

Pray	&	Read	Mark	2:18-22	
	

	“Some	people”		
When	I	read	this	phrase	I	was	
reminded	of	one	of	the	hazards	of	
being	a	minister	or	anyone	with	
ideas	among	believers	of	varying	
maturity.	Please	know	this	is	a	
general	experience	–	not	a	
problem	I’m	pointing	out	with	LGC.	
‘Some	people’	seem	to	have	a	lot	of	
say	but	we	actually	know	who	they	
are.		
	“We	tried	something	like	that	a	
couple	years	ago.	Some	people	said	
it	wouldn’t	work.”	
It’s	a	way	of	avoiding	a	real	
investigation.	The	truth	may	be	
they	just	don’t	feel	comfortable	
with	change.		
	

Sometimes	good	ideas…ideas	that	
would	transform	the	church	get	
shelved.	All	because	the	person	
God	has	chosen…is	afraid	to	
displease	‘some	people’.	
Sometimes	you	just	have	to	lay	it	
on	the	line	and	take	a	risk	to	keep	
your	faith	alive.		
	

Matthew	gives	us	the	detail	(9:14-17)	
that	‘some	people’	were	John’s	
disciples.	Jesus	didn’t	appease	
these	people	(“Oh	my	bad,	we’ll	
join	them	for	the	fast	next	time”).	
Jesus	was	ready	for	their	question	
because	He	had	an	important	point	
to	make.	
	

Fasting	Calendar	
Jesus	is	saying,	“we’re	on	a	
different	calendar…in	the	middle	
of	a	wedding	feast.	No	one	at	the	
feast	is	going	to	call	for	a	time	of	
mourning	and	go	without	food.	
That’s	completely	inappropriate.”	
Jesus	does	not	attack	the	practice	
of	fasting.	He’s	correcting	the	
assumption	that	his	disciples	
should	follow	a	calendar	of	all	the	
Jewish	traditions.	He	has	come	to	
start	something	new	with	God.	The	
wedding	is	a	symbol	of	
celebration…that	salvation	is	
coming	with	God’s	nearness	in	
Christ.	No	national	or	religious	
tradition	supersedes	God’s	rule	for	
believers.		
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Let	that	be	for	us:	especially	in	this	
season,	when	tradition	calls	for	us	
to	indulge	in	materialistic	
obligation	as	the	supreme	
expression	of	love.	2000	years	
later	it	seems	there	is	very	little	
room	for	Jesus	again.	More	and	
more	school	divisions	are	erasing	
‘holy’	from	holidays.	Christ	from	
Christmas.	Trading	Xbox	for	
Emanuel.		
	

The	three	main	pillars	of	Judaism	
were	prayer,	almsgiving	and	
fasting.	The	most	important	day	of	
‘denying	yourself’	was	the	annual	
Day	of	Atonement	(Yom	Kippur,	
Lev	16:29-30).	There	were	also	
fasts	to	lament	national	tragedies,	
fasts	in	time	of	crisis,	and	self-
imposed	fasts.	The	Pharisees	
normally	fasted	on	Mondays	and	
Thursdays.		
For	Jesus’	followers,	it’s	not	time	to	
look	back	in	mourning	and	fast.	It’s	
time	to	enjoy	the	presence	of	the	
Bridegroom	during	the	wedding	
celebration,	which	in	that	culture	
would	go	on	for	days.	It’s	
interesting	that	Jesus	alludes	to	
himself	as	the	groom	in	a	wedding	
celebration.	In	the	Old	Testament,	
Israel	is	God’s	bride.	Is	this	hint	
about	Jesus’	deity?		
There	is	a	time	to	mourn	and	
fast…and	that	time	will	come	for	
His	disciples.	But	not	because	of	a	

national	tradition	but	because	
their	groom	(the	real	king	of	the	
Jews)	has	been	taken	away	
(similar	to	John)	to	save	sinners	
like	you	and	me	–	those	who	
believe	in	Him.		
For	it	is	by	grace	you	have	been	
saved,	through	faith-and	this	is	not	
from	yourselves,	it	is	the	gift	of	God-
not	by	works,	so	that	no	one	can	
boast.	Eph	2:8-9	
	

Jesus	adds	2	more	illustrations	to	
emphasize	that	in	Him,	God	is	
bringing	something	new.	The	
tradition	of	elders,	based	on	
obeying	the	law	of	Moses	(an	
extended	form)	is	beyond	reform.	
It’s	not	that	obeying	God	is	the	
problem…it’s	living	to	achieve	
God’s	stamp	of	approval	based	on	
our	own	efforts,	rather	than	God’s	
grace.	God’s	kingdom	nearness	
through	Jesus	is	based	on	faith,	not	
works.	The	fruit	of	faith	will	still	be	
a	life	of	obedience.	But	it	is	firmly	
grounded	in	love.		
	

V21	Grace	Won’t	Save	Works	
In	Jesus’	time,	it	was	widely	known	
that	you	don’t	preserve	an	old	robe	
by	patching	it	with	new	cloth	
because	when	you	go	to	wash	it,	
the	new	cloth	will	shrink	and	rip	
an	even	larger	hole.	The	Gospel	
about	Jesus	is	full	of	grace	–	
forgiveness	and	transformation	for	
sinners.	It	can’t	patch	the	tradition	
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of	elders…a	long	list	of	dos	and	
don’ts	to	stay	pure.	The	way	of	
grace	through	faith	can’t	save	the	
way	of	purity	by	works.	There	is	
no	compromise.		
But	now	apart	from	the	law	the	
righteousness	of	God	has	been	made	
known,	to	which	the	Law	and	the	
Prophets	testify.	This	righteousness	
is	given	through	faith	in	Jesus	Christ	
to	all	who	believe.	Rom	3:21-22	
Jesus’	way	would	rip	any	attempt	
to	combine	it	with	the	tradition	of	
the	elders.		
Bonus	Quote:	“The	old	robe	is	the	
Judaism	of	that	period,	namely	
what	the	scribes	and	Pharisees	had	
made	of	it	with	their	doctrine	and	
their	practice,	all	the	old	
formalism,	outward	observances,	
and	false	righteousness	(Matt.	
5:20).	It	was	useless	to	try	to	patch	
this	up	with	a	bit	of	the	teaching	
with	the	practice	of	Jesus.	The	new	
would	only	tear	the	old	worse	than	
ever.	The	doctrine	of	grace	and	
faith	and	the	life	that	springs	from	
it	cannot	possibly	be	combined,	
even	in	small	part,	with	Pharisaic	
Judaism,	in	either	its	ancient	or	its	
present	modernistic	form.	Discard	
the	old	robe	of	works,	take	in	its	
place	the	new	robe	of	Christ’s	
righteousness!”	(R	Lenski,	1961)	
	

V22	Works	won’t	save	Grace	

In	the	next	illustration,	Jesus	
explains	the	reverse	is	true	also.	
His	way	is	the	new	wine.	There	is	
no	way	that	the	tradition	of	elders	
(explained	by	the	Scribes	and	
enforced	by	the	Pharisees)	can	
preserve	God’s	new	reign	of	grace	
through	faith	in	Jesus.	It	is	an	old	
stiff	way	of	life	that	can’t	contain	
the	way	of	grace.		
When	Darlene	and	I	lived	in	
Thailand	last	year,	we	discovered	
that	most	people	lived	by	a	
code…I’d	call	it	a	superstitious	
family	Buddhism.	Many	are	
actually	unsure	of	an	afterlife	but	
still	follow	a	code	of	good	works.	
Perhaps	haunted	by	the	idea	of	
reincarnation	to	a	lesser	being	or	
lesser	status.	You	never	show	
displeasure	or	rudeness	in	public.	
It’s	the	land	of	smiles.	For	
simplicity,	good	works	are	to	work	
off	karma	and	karma	is	like	sin.	
And	like	sin,	you’ll	never	be	good	
enough.	But	people	try.		
You	would	think	that	Thailand	
would	be	very	receptive	to	the	
Gospel	about	Jesus	and	the	
freedom	from	living	by	guilt.	But	in	
fact	it	is	very	difficult	to	move	from	
a	deeply	ingrained	‘works	based’	
religion	to	faith	and	grace.	Please	
pray	for	these	people.	
	

We	naturally	fall	back	to	thinking	
about	earning	our	way	into	God’s	
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grace.	We	play	this	silly	game	in	
our	heads	keeping	score.	It’s	
actually	a	serious	problem.	It’s	a	
thinking	that	leads	us	away	from	
our	first	love.	That’s	what	
happened	to	the	church	in	
Ephesus.	Jesus	said:	
I	know	your	deeds,	your	hard	work	
and	your	perseverance.	I	know	that	
you	cannot	tolerate	wicked	people,	
that	you	have	tested	those	who	
claim	to	be	apostles	but	are	not,	
and	have	found	them	false.	You	
have	persevered	and	have	endured	
hardships	for	my	name,	and	have	
not	grown	weary.	
Yet	I	hold	this	against	you:	You	have	
forsaken	the	love	you	had	at	first.	
Consider	how	far	you	have	fallen!	
Repent	and	do	the	things	you	did	at	
first.	If	you	do	not	repent,	I	will	
come	to	you	and	remove	your	
lampstand	from	its	place.	Rev	2:2-5	
	

The	church	in	Ephesus	was	vigilant	
about	their	doctrine	and	truth	but	
they	lost	the	loving	relationship	
behind	the	truth.	A	cactus	
Christian	is	all	truth	no	grace.	A	
chameleon	Christian	is	all	grace,	no	
truth.	And	a	contagious	Christian	is	
truth	and	grace	in	balance,	because	
that’s	a	person	humbled	and	
thankful.	
	

Very	rarely	will	anyone	die	for	a	
righteous	person,	though	for	a	good	
person	someone	might	possibly	

dare	to	die.	But	God	demonstrates	
his	own	love	for	us	in	this:	While	we	
were	still	sinners…Christ	died	for	
us.	Rom	5:7-8	
	

The	way	of	righteousness	through	
works	is	incompatible	with	the	
way	of	righteousness	by	faith.	It	
defines	who	is	on	the	throne	of	our	
life.	Works…I’m	in	control.	
Faith…God	is	in	control.	
	

Jesus	was	never	about	reform.	
Reform	will	never	be	enough.	Jesus	
came	not	to	improve	us	but	to	
make	us	new	from	the	inside	out.	
He	still	makes	new	wineskins.	
	

Therefore	if	anyone	is	in	Christ,	he	is	
a	new	creature;	the	old	things	
passed	away;	behold,	new	things	
have	come.	2	Cor	5:17	
	
We	are	so	privileged	to	know	that	
Jesus	reigns	in	heaven	right	now.	
And	that	when	our	mission	on	
earth	here	is	finished,	we	join	His	
great	banquet.	The	bridegroom	is	
within	us	by	the	Holy	Spirit.	We	
know	a	deeper	joy	and	a	peace	that	
passes	understanding.		
	

For	those	who	have	been	
convicted	of	compromise	or	
neglect:	Jesus	stands	at	the	door	
knocking…asking	us	to	repent.	He	
will	restore	fellowship	again.		“I	
will	come	in	and	share	a	meal	as	
friends.”	Rev	3:19-20.		


