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The	One	More	Powerful	Nov	1,15	
	

Pray,	Read	Mark	1:9-13	
The	spotlight	in	Mark’s	Gospel	
account	moves	immediately	from	
John	(instructing	the	crowds	that	one	
greater	than	Him	will	arrive	with	the	power	
and	authority	to	baptize	people	with	the	Holy	
Spirit)	to	Jesus	from	Nazareth.		
He	doesn’t	give	us	the	back	
story…God	warning	Joseph	to	take	
the	family	and	flee	from	
Bethlehem	to	Egypt	and	then	the	
return	after	Herod’s	death	to	live	
in	the	humble	little	town	of	
Nazareth	(under	the	radar).	No	
mention	of	prophesies	being	
fulfilled	in	these	humble	
beginnings	(can	anything	good	come	from	
Nazereth?	Jn	1:46).	No	mention	of	
Jesus’	life	before	this	
time…probably	continuing	the	
work	of	a	carpenter’s	son.		
No,	Mark	begins	with	Jesus	
making	the	50plus	km	walk	from	
Nazareth	(such	a	small	town,	Mark	had	to	
further	reference	it’s	location	was	in	Galilee)	
to	be	baptized	by	John…just	like	
the	rest	of	the	multitudes.	From	a	
lesser	town	to	a	prophet	in	the	
wilderness:	an	unlikely	choice	for	
the	Son	of	God.		
	

Remember	we	spent	some	time	
understanding	John’s	baptism	was	
unique:	involving	the	confession	
of	sin	and	submersion	in	water	to	
symbolize	the	cleansing	of	sin.		

So	Jesus	comes	up	to	John…among	
the	clusters	of	other	people	(Lk	
3:21)	waiting	just	like	the	rest.	The	
man	before	Jesus	would	have	had	
sins	to	confess…to	clear	away	the	
roots	and	stones	for	making	a	
straight	level	path	for	God	in	his	
heart.	After	John	submerges	him	
to	pronounce	his	sins	forgiven	by	
God,	he	likely	would	have	sent	him	
on	his	way	with	a	warning…stay	
alert	for	the	coming	of	the	Lord.		
Then	John	turns	to	see	Jesus.	
Surely,	his	heart	would	have	
leaped…John	was	filled	with	the	
Holy	Spirit.	Didn’t	matter	if	he	
hadn’t	seen	his	cousin	for	
years…he	knew.	He	cheered	from	
his	mother’s	womb	when	Mary	
visited	Elizabeth	carrying	
Jesus…shortly	after	conception	by	
the	Holy	Spirit	(Lk	1:41).	
We	know	that	after	his	initial	joy	
there	was	confusion	and	distress.		
“I	need	to	be	baptized	by	you…and	
you	come	to	me?”	(Matt	3:14)		
	

Mark,	are	you	sure?		
God’s	Son	going	to	confession?	
For	indeed,	of	all	the	multitudes	
coming	to	John,	only	One	had	no	
sin	to	confess.	Even	the	greatest,	
most	powerful	man	on	earth	and	
in	the	history	of	humanity	was	
unworthy	to	baptize	the	Son	of	
God.		
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Mark	doesn’t	expound	on	this…he	
simply	goes	straight	to	the	top	of	
all	witnesses	to	prove	Jesus’	
identity.	As	Jesus	is	rising	out	of	
the	water	(so	John	did	go	through	with	it)	
suddenly	the	heavens	are	being	
torn	open!	V10	
	

Who	saw	Christ’s	Induction?		
In	Mark’s	Gospel,	we	are	insiders.	
Like	a	mystery	drama,	we’re	the	
audience	watching	key	evidence	
unfold…to	prove	the	main	
character’s	identity.	But	to	the	
rest,	it	remains	a	secret.	People	
are	not	ready	to	receive	Jesus	as	
Messiah,	so	His	full	identity	
remains	a	secret.	When	the	
heavens	open	the	age	of	the	Spirit	
is	beginning	with	Jesus	(Isa	61:1)	
and	God	is	going	to	be	accessible	
in	a	new	way.	The	period	of	
silence	is	over.		
We	witness	an	awesome	
manifestation	of	God’s	affirmation	
of	Jesus:	the	Father	verbally	
expressing	His	love	and	joy	and	
the	Spirit	descending	like	a	gentle	
dove	to	anoint	Him	for	special	
ministry.		
Are	we	going	to	keep	this	a	secret?		
	

The	willingness	of	the	sinless	One	
to	humbly	enter	the	waters	of	
baptism	(the	same	waters	as	the	
multitudes)	is	an	astonishing	picture	
of	what	pleases	God:	a	servant’s	

heart.	And	so	Jesus	demonstrates	
for	us	how	to	love	God.	Humbly	
serve	Him.	We	all	want	to	hear	the	
Father	say,	“well	done	good	and	
faithful	son	or	daughter,	with	you	I	
am	well	pleased.”	Loyalty	and	
humble	service	pleases	God.	
	

Notice	the	Holy	Spirit	rests	on	
Jesus…not	returning	to	heaven.	
And	on	the	day	of	Pentecost	there	
were	added	signs	that	the	Holy	
Spirit	was	resting	on	God’s	people	
to	stay.	To	convict	the	world,	to	
counsel	us	into	truth,	bringing	
glory	to	Jesus	(Jn	16)	to	manifest	
God’s	working	in	each	one	of	us	
for	the	goodness	of	this	church	(1	
Cor	12).	
We	too,	are	given	the	Holy	Spirit	
to	dwell	in	us	as	a	holy	temple	(1	
Cor	6:19)	when	we	are	born	
again…when	we	believe	and	are	
born	spiritually.	God	calls	and	
anoints	us	too…to	proclaim	His	
goodness,	to	make	disciples	of	all	
nations.	His	kingdom	come,	His	
will	be	done	on	earth	as	it	is	in	
heaven…and	we	get	to	be	a	part	of	
it.	
	

When	I	was	being	examined	by	the	
AGC	doctrine	and	credential	
committee,	I	was	asked	which	
passage	I	would	chose	to	explain	
the	concept	of	the	trinity.	I	chose	
the	baptism	of	Jesus.	This	is	a	most	
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explicit	testimony	that	God	exists	
in	three	distinct	persons.	Here,	the	
Father	is	clearly	stating	His	delight	
in	the	obedient	Son.	The	Son	is	the	
Father’s	rescue	plan	in	action.	The	
Spirit	visibly	descends	from	the	
Father	to	rest	on	the	Son	
incarnate…to	anoint	Him	as	Priest	
Prophet	and	King.	Anointed	by	the	
presence	and	power	of	
God…empowering	His	speech	and	
action.	It	took	the	church	over	300	
years	to	come	to	the	conclusion	
that	each	person	of	the	Trinity	
was	co-equal	(full	personality	and	deity	
of	the	Spirit	equal	to	the	Father	and	the	Son	
was	affirmed	by	the	Council	of	Constantinople	
in	AD	381).	 

	

Wilderness	Testing	
After	anointing	Jesus,	the	Spirit	
sent	Him	into	the	wilderness	
where	He	would	be	tested	by	the	
archenemy.	If	God	disciplines	
those	He	loves…then	surely	He	
loved	Jesus	dearly.	[40	day	fast?	In	my	
research,	I	found	it	is	possible…even	read	
someone’s	journal	about	it.	There	are	many	
factors	such	as	health	and	accessibly	to	water	
etc.]	
The	number	40	carries	history.	It	
reminds	us	of	Israel’s	40	years	in	
the	wilderness	(Deut	8)	–	a	test	
failure,	Moses’	40	days	and	40	
nights	on	the	mountain	(Ex	24	&	
34),	Elijah’s	journey	to	the	
mountain	of	God	(1	Kgs	19:8).	The	
resurrected	Jesus	appeared	to	His	

disciples	for	40	days	before	
ascending	(Acts	1:3).	
	

Mark’s	language	here	tells	us	that	
this	was	intense	and	Jesus	faced	it	
without	hesitation.	The	first	Adam	
was	tested	in	a	beautiful	garden	
and	lost	dominion	over	the	earth.	
The	second	Adam	is	tested	in	a	
desolate	wilderness…and	
succeeds	to	restore	dominion	to	
believers	for	eternity	(2	Tim	2:12).		
Jesus	was	not	alone	with	Satan	in	
the	wilderness.	Adding	to	His	
dependence	on	the	Father,	Jesus	
was	surrounded	by	wild	
animals…not	cuddly	animals.	In	
Lillooet,	this	is	something	many	
know	about.	The	sound	of	an	
angry	bear	in	the	dark	sends	
shivers	through	any	human.	At	
that	time	there	could	have	been	
Asiatic	lions	and	bears,	wolves,	
hyenas,	jackals	and	panthers.		
Some	find	in	this	passage	a	
foreshadowing	that	through	
Christ’s	victory,	believers	will	
enter	a	time	of	peace	in	heaven	
when	the	wild	beast	lays	down	
with	the	lamb…a	child	playing	
with	a	lion’s	mane.	
 

Testings are inevitable for the 
believer. The closer one follows the 
Lord, the more intense they will be. 
Satan does not waste his gunpowder 
on nominal Christians, but opens his 
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big guns on those who are winning 
territory in the spiritual warfare. It is 
not a sin to be tempted. The sin lies 
in yielding to temptation. In our own 
strength we cannot resist. But the 
indwelling Holy Spirit is the 
believer’s power to subdue dark 
passions. (William McDonald)	
	

Why	does	God	test	us?	
James	1:2-6a	
Consider	it	pure	joy,	my	brothers	
and	sisters,	whenever	you	face	
trials	of	many	kinds,	because	you	
know	that	the	testing	of	your	faith	
produces	perseverance.	Let	
perseverance	finish	its	work	so	that	
you	may	be	mature	and	complete,	
not	lacking	anything.	If	any	of	you	
lacks	wisdom,	you	should	ask	God,	
who	gives	generously	to	all	without	
finding	fault,	and	it	will	be	given	to	
you.	But	when	you	ask,	you	must	
believe	and	not	doubt,	
	

Also	consider	that	
	

the	Lord	disciplines	those	he	loves,	
and	he	punishes	everyone	he	
accepts	as	a	son."	Endure	hardship	
as	discipline;	God	is	treating	you	as	
sons.	For	what	son	is	not	disciplined	
by	his	father?	If	you	are	not	
disciplined	(and	everyone	
undergoes	discipline),	then	you	are	
illegitimate	children	and	not	true	
sons.	Moreover,	we	have	all	had	
human	fathers	who	disciplined	us	

and	we	respected	them	for	it.	How	
much	more	should	we	submit	to	the	
Father	of	our	spirits	and	live!	Our	
fathers	disciplined	us	for	a	little	
while	as	they	thought	best;	but	God	
disciplines	us	for	our	good,	that	we	
may	share	in	his	holiness.	No	
discipline	seems	pleasant	at	the	
time,	but	painful.	Later	on,	
however,	it	produces	a	harvest	of	
righteousness	and	peace	for	those	
who	have	been	trained	by	it.	(Heb	
12:6-11)	
	

We	have	trouble	staying	loyal	to	
God	at	times.	We	allow	something	
to	compete	for	top	spot…like	the	
church	in	Laodicea.	They	had	
acquired	wealth	and	felt	self-
sufficient.	This	is	not	the	richness	
God	wants	us	to	pursue.	From	His	
throne	in	heaven,	Jesus	warns	
them	that	He	is	about	to	spew	
them	out	of	His	mouth…but	then	
He	gives	them	a	chance:	Those	
whom	I	love	I	rebuke	and	discipline.	
So	be	earnest,	and	repent.	Here	I	
am!	I	stand	at	the	door	and	knock.	
If	anyone	hears	My	voice	and	opens	
the	door,	I	will	come	in	and	eat	
with	him,	and	he	with	Me.	(Rev	
3:19-20)	
Jesus	is	waiting	for	our	godly	
confession	and	repentance	to	fully	
restore	our	fellowship	again.	
	

V13	And	angels	attended	Him.	
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The	focus	of	Satan	and	his	evil	
host	is	to	trip	up	Jesus.	To	try	and	
get	Jesus	to	compromise	His	
loyalty	to	God.	To	try	and	make	a	
deal	that	He	could	not	refuse.	The	
focus	of	God’s	loyal	subjects,	the	
angels	were	to	minister	to	Jesus.	
Mark	may	be	recalling	Psalm	91:9-
13	as	he	writes.	
If	you	say,	“The	Lord	is	my	refuge,”	
and	you	make	the	Most	High	your	
dwelling,	no	harm	will	overtake	
you,	no	disaster	will	come	near	
your	tent.	For	he	will	command	his	
angels	concerning	you	to	guard	you	
in	all	your	ways;	they	will	lift	you	
up	in	their	hands,	so	that	you	will	
not	strike	your	foot	against	a	stone.	
You	will	tread	on	the	lion	and	the	
cobra;	you	will	trample	the	great	
lion	and	the	serpent.	
	

The	Bible	clearly	teaches	that	
God’s	angels	are	His	servants	of	
ministry.	The	line	of	authority	is	
clear.	They	are	servants	of	God,	
not	consultants	for	us.	Some	have	
become	confused	about	Who	is	
the	highest	authority…duped	into	
thinking	they	have	a	personal	
angel	consultant.	No,	that	is	
Satan’s	way…to	deceive	people	
into	thinking	he	is	an	angel	of	light	
(2	Cor	11:14)	and	bringing	new	
revelation.	We	know	relatively	
little	of	the	realm	of	darkness	

except	be	ready	with	God’s	armor	
(Eph	6:12-13).	
For	our	struggle	is	not	against	flesh	
and	blood,	but	against	the	rulers,	
against	the	authorities,	against	the	
powers	of	this	dark	world	and	
against	the	spiritual	forces	of	evil	
in	the	heavenly	realms.	Therefore	
put	on	the	full	armor	of	God,	so	that	
when	the	day	of	evil	comes,	you	
may	be	able	to	stand	your	ground,	
and	after	you	have	done	
everything,	to	stand.	
Mark	does	not	give	us	any	
specifics	about	tactics	Satan	used	
to	tempt	Jesus.	We	just	know	that	
in	Christ	we	have	an	advocate	who	
knows	what	we	go	through.	He	
knows	suffering	and	he	knows	
temptation…yet	He	overcame	and	
through	Christ	we	overcome.	
	

Challenge	
It’s	one	thing	to	read	Mark’s	
Gospel.	It’s	another	thing	to	let	it	
convince	and	convict	us	
personally.	Here’s	some	
challenging	questions	from	Phillip	
McFadyen:	
Are	 we	 a	 Spirit-filled	 people	 in	
whom	God	is	well	pleased?	
Are	we	ready	for	the	struggle	with	
the	forces	of	evil?	
Can	 we	 walk	 into	 a	 spiritual	
desert,	 armed	 with	 God’s	 Spirit,	
and	face	wild	beasts?	
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From	the	rugged	wilderness	
and	rugged	hearts	to	the	rugged	
cross	
We	know	from	the	Gospel	of	John	
that	after	John	baptized	Jesus,	He	
changed	the	focus	of	the	good	
news	message.	It	was	no	longer	
about	being	the	forerunner	to	the	
One	Greater	who	baptizes	with	the	
Holy	Spirit	(Isa	59:21)	but	about	the	
sacrificial	Lamb	of	God,	who	takes	
away	the	sin	of	the	world	(Jn	1:29).		
	

Mark’s	account	of	the	Gospel	
began	in	the	rugged	wilderness	
with	the	call	from	John	the	Baptist	
to	make	a	straight	path	for	the	
Lord…through	recognizing	sin	and	
repenting.	I	asked	you	to	imagine	
that	your	heart	is	like	a	yard	with	
a	garden	and	a	path…needing	
attention	so	that	it	may	bear	the	
kind	of	fruit	that	is	pleasing	to	
God.		
	

To	those	who	don’t	yet	believe	
Jesus	is	the	Son	of	God	or	don’t	
believe	they	have	been	called	to	be	
in	His	family:		
Jesus	stands	at	the	crossroad	of	
your	life:	Jesus	said	“I	am	the	way	
the	truth	and	the	life,	no	ones	
comes	to	the	Father,	except	
through	me	(Jn	14:6).”		
PP	Picture	
You	are	standing	on	the	brink	of	a	
precipice	deeper	than	any	you’ve	

seen	around	here.	There	is	no	
river	at	the	bottom…it’s	an	
eternity	outside	the	presence	of	
God	in	punishment.		
In	Jesus’	story	(Lk	16:19-31),	a	rich	
man	is	sent	to	hell	for	his	
selfishness…ignoring	God	and	the	
poor.	The	rich	man	calls	out	to	
Abraham	the	father	of	faith	to	
send	Lazarus	to	dip	his	finger	in	
water	and	come	across	and	touch	
his	tongue	to	sooth	the	burning.	
Ironically	Lazarus	was	the	one	he	
most	ignored	on	earth	and	now	
Lazarus	has	what	the	rich	man	
desperately	needs.		
Abraham	explains	that	the	chasm	
cannot	be	crossed	after	death.	So	
he	asks	if	Abraham	could	send	
Lazarus	back	from	the	dead	to	
warn	his	family	of	the	coming	
torment.	
Abraham	answers	that	they	will	
have	to	respond	to	the	witness	of	
God’s	Word	(Moses	and	the	Prophets	at	
that	time).	The	rich	man	knows	his	
family	will	not	be	convinced	by	
Scripture	but	believes	a	miracle	
like	Lazarus	coming	back	from	the	
dead	will	convince	them.		
Abraham’s	answer,	if	they	won’t	
listen	to	God’s	word...a	person	
coming	back	from	the	dead	won’t	
do	it	either.		
	

Don’t	close	your	heart	to	God’s	
Word.	The	Bible	tells	us	God	so	
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loved	the	world	(He	loves	you!)	
that	He	gave	His	one	and	only	Son	
(as	a	sacrifice	to	pay	the	price	for	
our	sin)	that	whoever	believes	in	
Him	will	not	perish	but	have	
everlasting	life	(Jn	3:16)	
The	Bible	says	-	Romans	6:23		
The	wages	of	sin	is	death	
But	the	gift	of	God	is	eternal	life	
(Place	cross	bridging	chasm)	
in	Christ	Jesus,	our	Lord.	
	

How	far	are	you	from	the	bridge	of	
Christ?		
Are	you	ready	to	step	out	in	faith	
now?		
We	will	pray	for	you…that	the	
Holy	Spirit	will	convict	and	open	
your	eyes	and	the	eyes	of	others	in	
Lillooet	who	may	be	looking	to	
cross	from	death	to	life.	It	is	only	
by	faith	in	Jesus,	the	Christ,	the	
Son	of	God.		
Pray	
If	you	have	just	begun	to	believe	
Jesus	as	your	savior	please	share	
that	with	me	or	a	trusted	Christian	
friend	right	away.	It	is	not	a	life	
alone.	It	is	with	the	family	of	God.	
If	you	already	believe,	then	you	
have	heard	one	way	to	share	the	
beginning	of	the	Gospel:	entrance	
to	the	kingdom	of	God.	When	a	
person	responds,	it	is	very	
encouraging.	Often	people	need	to	
hear	this	kind	of	message	several	
times.	This	land	is	heavy	with	a	

veil	of	distraction.	For	we	live	in	
the	land	where	the	seed	falls	on	
soil	full	of	weeds.	This	also	means	
that	follow-up	and	ongoing	
mentorship	is	essential.	I	suggest	
that	each	believer	mentor	one	
seeker/new	believer	at	a	time.	
You	help	them	set	a	course	to	
grow	and	bear	fruit	for	God.	There	
will	be	many	ups	and	downs	to	
help	them	navigate.	And	someday	
they	will	mentor	others…just	as	
Paul	passed	on	the	mantel	of	
ministry	to	Timothy	who	
entrusted	this	to	others	(2	Tim	2:2).	
	

To	those	of	us	who	believe	Jesus	is	
the	Son	of	God,	we	are	His	
disciples	today…Christ’s	bride,	the	
church.	We	have	been	bought	at	a	
great	price.	We	have	been	
transferred	from	the	realm	of	sin	
and	death	to	the	kingdom	of	
God…everlasting	life	in	heaven.	
Even	now,	Jesus	intercedes	for	us	
on	His	throne	in	heaven.	God	sees	
us	with	Christ’s	perfection.		
God	is	looking	for	us	to	bear	fruit	
(Jn	15)	and	be	His	salt	and	light	in	
this	world.	In	order	to	act	with	
justice,	mercy	and	love,	we	need	to	
take	care	of	the	daily	dust	on	our	
feet…the	sin	that	can	entangle	us	
and	render	us	unfruitful	and	
useless…even	damaging	the	name	
of	Jesus.		
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And	so	the	Lord’s	Table	or	
Communion	was	instituted	by	
Jesus	on	the	night	He	was	
betrayed	and	carried	forward	by	
the	early	church	as	a	group	
reminder	to	stay	separated	from	
the	world.		
1. Remember	the	great	price	
God	paid	for	us	to	be	here	as	
His	family	(Jesus	the	Lamb)	

2. Remember	the	present	
urgency	of	our	witness.	
Christ	will	return	as	
conquering	king	and	then	it	
will	be	too	late	for	His	
enemies	

3. Remember	the	promise	of	
our	home	in	heaven	forever	

4. Remember	His	presence:	
God’s	deposit	on	His	
promise,	the	Holy	Spirit.	
Proof	that	Jesus	will	be	with	
us	always.	Take	off	the	old,	
put	on	the	new,	be	filled.		

	

Song	
Call	up	Communion	Helpers	to	
Serve	the	church	


