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Why	did	Jesus	rise	again?	
Lk	24:1-12,	36-53,	Jn	16:7ff	

Today	I	will	be	sharing	4	reasons	
why	Jesus	rose	again.	
	

The	historical	eyewitnesses	
describe	Him	as	one	who	could	do	
what	only	God	could	do:		
Power:	Over	illness;	healing	
blindness	from	birth,	paralysis,	
leprosy…you	name	it.	And	even	
with	just	His	words	from	a	
distance.	His	prayer	brought	a	dead	
man	to	life…one	rotting	for	4	days.		
Over	nature:	He	produced	fish	and	
bread	for	thousands	out	of	thin	air.	
He	even	commanded	the	wind	and	
the	sea.	
Over	the	spirit	world:	Casting	out	
and	silencing	all	manner	of	demons	
from	people.	Defeating	Satan’s	
plans	and	temptations.	
Claims:	Jesus	made	big	claims	
too.	(got	Him	into	trouble).	He	
claimed	to	have	authority	to	
forgive	sins	(Mk	2:5,10).	Jesus	said	He	
and	the	heavenly	Father	are	one	(Jn	
10:10).	He	claimed	that	before	
Abraham	was	born,	I	AM	(Jn	8:58).	
The	same	title	God	used	when	He	
spoke	to	Moses	from	the	burning	
bush.		
Of	special	importance	to	us	today	is	
Jesus	claimed	that	He	must	be	
delivered	over	to	the	hands	of	
sinners,	be	crucified	and	on	the	third	
day	be	raised	again	(Lk	24:7).		

Resurrection	Claim:	I	think	many	
would	agree	that	if	a	person	
claimed	to	be	more	than	
human…making	good	on	beating	
death	would	be	top	shelf	evidence.	
For	most,	death	is	the	greatest	fear.	
Why	Jesus	Rose	Again	
So	lets	hear	it.	I’ve	chosen	the	
account	of	Dr.	Luke,	the	apostle	
Paul’s	companion	on	his	
missionary	journeys.	He	recorded	
carefully,	with	interviews	from	
eyewitnesses:	
Read	Luke	23:44-24:10	
Jesus	made	good	on	His	claim:		
Reason	#1	Proved	He	was	the	
Son	of	God	–	worthy	to	be	trusted	
Problem:	Even	His	closest	
followers	were	still	confused.	
Read	Lk	24:11-12	
Really,	Peter?	Does	that	sound	like	
a	group	ready	for	Jesus’	words	to	
come	true?	Did	they	believe	the	
resurrection?	No.		
So	why	should	you	and	me?	
How	do	these	scared	followers	
hiding	from	the	Jews	behind	locked	
doors	(Jn	20:19)	become	the	
mighty	leaders	of	the	church	of	
Christ…willing	to	die	for	their	faith	
They	turned	the	world	upside	
down.	Lets	finish	Luke’s	account.	
Read	Luke	24:36-53	
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By	the	time	Jesus	had	taken	up	his	
throne	in	heaven,	they	worshipped	
Him.		
Reason	2	Prepared	the	disciples	
What	amazes	me	sometimes	is	that	
Christ’s	concern	was	so	focused	on	
His	friends	He	did	not	spend	time	
taking	revenge	on	His	enemies.	
Instead,	it’s	about	relationship	first.	
That	is	the	king	we	have.	
	

Nice	for	those	guys...	
How	does	this	matter	now?	
What	if	there	was	no	resurrection?	
Without	the	Resurrection,	there	
would	be	little	reason	for	gathering	
in	this	chapel	to	talk	about	Jesus.	
Oh	a	powerful	prophet	he	would	
be.	A	Jewish	martyr	from	Nazareth.	
Without	the	resurrection,	there	is	
no	spiritual	vine	for	us,	gentiles	to	
be	graphed	into.	We’d	have	to	
convert	to	Judaism	to	worship	the	
one	true	God.	We	would	have	no	
Savior.	No	indwelling	Holy	Spirit	to	
comfort	and	guide	us.	No	inspired	
letters	to	instruct	the	churches.	Oh,	
and	no	churches	too.		
	

If	there	was	no	resurrection,	
people	would	continue	to	search	
for	greater	meaning	and	purpose:		
A	higher	power…a	designer.	Most	
today	see	this	world	and	universe	
is	no	accident.		
People	find	various	ways	to	
connect	and	worship	a	deity.	But	
there	is	a	great	problem.	No	matter	

how	hard	we	try…we’re	not	worthy	
to	give	and	receive	the	love	and	
loyalty	a	supreme	being	deserves.	
We	can’t	even	live	up	to	our	own	
best	standards. We	have	a	heart	
problem.		
Around	600BC	(Before	Christ),	
Jeremiah,	the	ancient	prophet	
wrote:	The	heart	is	deceitful	above	
all	things	and	beyond	cure.	Who	can	
understand	it?	(17:9)	
Jesus	of	Nazareth	said:“The	things	
that	come	out	of	a	person’s	mouth	
come	from	the	heart,	and	these	
defile	them.	For	out	of	the	heart	
come	evil	thoughts—murder,	
adultery,	sexual	immorality,	theft,	
false	testimony,	slander.	These	are	
what	defile	a	person”	(Matt	15:18-20)	
The	Apostle	Paul	captures	our	
dilemma	in	the	letter	he	wrote	to	
the	church	of	Rome	in	56AD:	All	
have	sinned	and	fall	short	of	the	
glory	of	God	(Rom	3:23).		
Deep	down,	people	know	they	are	
guilty	of	sin.	But	deep	down	there	
is	also	pride.	Our	society	is	working	
out	an	ancient	solution	to	this	
dilemma:	get	rid	of	the	old	truth.	
‘Live	and	let	live’.		Do	what	feels	
right.	It	seems	like	freedom,	but	it’s	
a	trap.		
Jesus	said	that	if	we	hold	to	His	
teachings,	we	will	know	the	truth,	
and	the	truth	will	set	us	free	(Jn	8:31-
32).	He	taught	to	repent.		Because	
God	expects	honesty.	And	honesty	
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begins	with	humility.	Pride,	blame	
and	bitterness	do	not	change	God’s	
truth.	It	only	hardens	the	sin	
condition	of	the	heart.	Bottom	line:	
In	order	to	truly	love	God,	or	
anyone	else	-	pride	and	selfishness	
are	in	the	way.	(1	Cor	13)	
If	the	human	heart	is	doomed,	how	
will	we	reach	God?	
Answer:	We	can’t.	
Instead,	God	reached	down	to	us.	
God	so	loved	the	world	that	he	gave	
his	one	and	only	Son,	that	whoever	
believes	in	Him	will	not	perish	but	
have	everlasting	life.	(Jn	3:16).		
It’s	a	faith	relationship.		
There	is	no	way	to	earn	access	to	
God.	There	is	no	price	we	can	pay	
to	satisfy	our	debts	of	sin.	
Ultimately,	while	we	were	yet	
sinners…Christ	died	for	us.	Only	a	
perfect	person	in	God’s	eyes	could	
pay	for	us.	In	God’s	eyes,	belief	in	
Jesus	reconciles.	The	spiritual	
death	sentence	is	removed	and	
adoption	begins.	
Reason	#3	Proof	of	complete	
payment	for	sin	
	

So	we	can	be	made	right	with	God.	
But	what	about	living	in	this	sin	
affected	body	and	world?	
Problem:	How	now	shall	we	live?	
God	made	a	covenant	with	people	
before	(with	a	law	and	priest	
system)…and	it	failed.	Israel	was	

not	able	to	keep	the	law.	Only	Jesus	
succeeded.		
Is	there	another	way?	
God’s	plan	was	to	make	a	new	
covenant.	One	that	would	change	
human	hearts	–	so	that	God’s	love	
and	truth	reside	inside.		
Bonus:	This	was	prophesied	about	
2600	years	ago	through	Jeremiah:	
"I	will	put	My	law	within	them	and	
on	their	heart	I	will	write	it;	and	I	
will	be	their	God,	and	they	shall	be	
My	people.	"They	will	not	teach	
again,	each	man	his	neighbor	and	
each	man	his	brother,	saying,	'Know	
the	LORD,'	for	they	will	all	know	Me,	
from	the	least	of	them	to	the	
greatest	of	them,"	declares	the	
LORD,	"for	I	will	forgive	their	
iniquity,	and	their	sin	I	will	
remember	no	more."(31:32-34)	
	

Jesus	called	this	being	born	again.		
Jesus	said	God’s	new	covenant	
was	made	with	His	blood,	which	
He	pours	out	for	many	people	for	
the	forgiveness	of	sins.	(Matt	26:28)		
By	His	resurrection,	Jesus	proved	
He	had	satisfied	all	the	wages	of	sin	
and	death	humanity	owes.	But	
that’s	not	all.	Jesus’	resurrection	
was	also	the	road	to	His	return	to	
heaven	as	king.		
Why	is	the	return	to	heaven	so	
important?		
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Jesus	told	the	disciples:	
It	is	for	your	good	I	am	going	away.	
Unless	I	go	away,	the	Counselor	will	
not	come	to	you;	but	if	I	go,	I	will	
send	Him	to	you.	When	He	comes,	he	
will	convict	the	world…	the	Spirit	of	
truth	will	guide	you	into	all	truth…	
He	will	bring	glory	to	me…(Jn	16:7ff)	
Because	Jesus	rose	again,	He	
ascended	to	heaven	as	King…and	
sent	down	God’s	Spirit.	Believers	
are	never	alone	in	their	new	life	
with	Christ.	His	Spirit	resides	in	
believers	to	help	stand	firm	in	the	
faith,	and	guarantees	the	glory	to	
come	(2	Cor	1:21-22).		
The	disciples	were	confused	when	
Jesus	rose	from	the	grave.	How	
could	they	receive	such	
understanding	to	write	the	New	
Testament	and	guide	the	first	
church?		
They	received	the	Holy	Spirit.		
Through	the	Holy	Spirit,	God	
resides	in	the	heart	of	believers.	He	
bestows	power	to	love	and	serve	
and	truth	to	live	by.	This	fulfills	our	
purpose	to	witness	and	be	fruitful	
for	God.	
God	does	not	dwell	in	a	temple	of	
bricks	and	mortar	but	in	the	hearts	
of	believers.	God	works	from	the	
inner	rooms	of	the	heart	to	shine	
out	into	the	darkness	of	our	land.		
Reason	#4	Return	to	heaven	and	
send	the	Holy	Spirit		
	

Faith	Stumbling	blocks	
There	is	far	too	much	evidence	for	
Christ’s	resurrection	and	his	deity	
to	cover	today.		
Bonus:	Consider	the	testimony	(Matt	
28:11ff)	of	the	Roman	guards	and	
Pharisees	–	having	failed	to	keep	
Jesus	dead,	came	together	to	cook	
up	an	explanation	for	the	empty	
tomb.	Not	just	some	random	tomb	
–	a	rich	man,	well	known	to	the	
Jews,	believers	and	Romans.	Paul	
sums	it	up	well	in	his	first	letter	to	
the	church	at	Corinth	(56AD):	For	
what	I	received	I	passed	on	to	you	as	
of	first	importance:	that	Christ	died	
for	our	sins	according	to	the	
Scriptures,	that	he	was	buried,	that	
he	was	raised	on	the	third	day	
according	to	the	Scriptures,	and	
that	he	appeared	to	Cephas,	and	
then	to	the	Twelve.	After	that,	he	
appeared	to	more	than	five	hundred	
of	the	brothers	and	sisters	at	the	
same	time,	most	of	whom	are	still	
living,	though	some	have	fallen	
asleep.	Then	he	appeared	to	James,	
then	to	all	the	apostles,	and	last	of	
all	he	appeared	to	me	also,	as	to	one	
abnormally	born.	 (15:3-8)	
Cephas	means	Peter.	James	was	the	
half	brother	of	Jesus,	who	came	to	
belief	later.	James	went	on	to	
become	the	leader	of	the	church	in	
Jerusalem.	Josephus	the	historian	
writes	that	James	was	executed	for	
His	faith.	Die	for	a	lie?	
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All	the	skeptics	ever	had	to	do	was	
prove	Jesus	never	rose	from	the	
dead.	2000	years	later,	they	still	
can’t.	There	are	many	great	
resources	to	check	out.	Feel	free	to	
email	me	(website	gochapel.ca).	
The	evidence	will	deepen	certainty,	
but	it	still	comes	down	to	faith.	
	

Two	stumbling	blocks	for	turning	
to	Jesus:	
1. Doubt	that	God	will	give	them	a	
better	life	(counting	the	cost).		

2. Doubt	that	God	would	forgive	
them	(lost	cause)		

	

Ans1	Your	Creator	knows	you	
better.	You	are	fearfully	and	
wonderfully	made.	A	father	who	
wants	the	best	for	his	child	wants	
the	child	to	succeed.	He	will	
discipline	the	ones	he	loves	for	
their	good.		How	much	more	your	
heavenly	Father	with	eternity	in	
mind.	
I	met	a	young	man	who	struggled	
with	the	cost.	Over	time	he	shared	
that	the	main	thing	holding	Him	
back	from	following	Jesus	was	this	
simple	question:	Will	God	let	me	
still	do	what	I	want	to	do?		
I	shared	that	I	found	my	goals	
changed	over	time…the	more	I	
trusted	God.		
Trusting	God	with	your	life	may	
not	involve	a	different	career.	God	
may	guide	to	stay	and	minister	in	
your	circle	of	work	and	

relationships…as	His	ambassador.	I	
could	never	have	dreamed	what	
happened	since	I	trusted	Jesus.	My	
world	was	too	small.	Now	I’m	a	
part	of	a	legacy	forever.			
	

Sure,	God’s	way	will	bring	trouble	
in	this	life.	But	
#1.	We	are	not	alone.		
#2.	Saved	souls	are	an	eternal	
investment…beyond	anything	
money	can	buy.	
	

Ans2	Is	the	sacrifice	of	His	Son	
sufficient?	Yes	
Is	it	ever	too	late?	Is	anyone	a	lost	
cause?	
A	chapter	back	from	the	one	we	
read	in	Luke	(23:39-43),	one	of	the	
criminals	who	hung	beside	Jesus	
admitted	his	sin	and	became	a	
believer.	He	asked,	“Jesus,	
remember	me	when	you	come	into	
your	kingdom.”	
Jesus	answered	him,	“Truly	I	tell	
you,	today	you	will	be	with	me	in	
paradise.”		
The	thief	found	Jesus	at	the	end	of	
his	life…you	have	a	chance	to	get	
right	with	God	and	begin	making	a	
difference	for	eternity,	today.		
	

Share	the	Big	News!	
A	few	years	ago	I	was	at	home	
preparing	for	resurrection	Sunday.	
As	I	was	working,	I	caught	
movement	out	the	front	window.	
“Go	back	to	work.	Stay	focused.	
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I	look	up	again	and	see	a	stranger	
walking	up	my	neighbor’s	
driveway.	Lending	tools?		
I	decided	I’m	going	to	stay	alert.		
Then	he	starts	walking	up	my	other	
neighbor’s	driveway	and	he’s	
reaching	for	latch.	He’s	wearing	
dark	clothing	and	a	baseball	cap.		
A	Thief?		
OK,	Now	I’m	on	full	alert…heading	
for	door,	grabbing	my	jacket.	
Should	I	go	for	the	baseball	bat?	
What	am	I	going	to	say?		
I’m	walking	down	our	driveway	
and	he’s	closer	than	I	expected.	
He’s	walking	away	from	me	
holding	something.	It’s	now	or	
never.		
Hello?	No	response.	Hello!!	
He	stopped	&	pull	out	his	ear	buds.	
Can	I	help	you?	
Now	I	could	see	he	was	holding	a	
little	tool	and	his	hat	and	jacket	had	
a	matching	crest.	
“I’m	working	for	Manitoba	Hydro,	
checking	meters.”	
Whew!	
How	many	of	you	would	spring	
into	action…if	something	big	was	
going	on?		
Maybe	you’d	go	outside?	Call	your	
neighbor?		Call	the	police?	
Your	neighbors	would	hope	–	you’d	
care	enough	to	let	them	know.	

The	resurrection	of	Jesus	is	a	lot	
bigger	news	than	some	break-in	
attempt.	Or	the	meter	man.		
Many	haven’t	heard.	
It’s	never	too	late.	
Keep	on	sharing	the	big	news.		
We	plant	seeds	and	water,	God	
readies	the	heart.	We	can’t	convert	
people	but	we	can	continue	caring.	
Jesus	loved	sinners.	Be	humble	as	
one	beggar	to	another.		
	

I	count	it	as	a	great	privilege	to	
share	the	importance	of	the	
resurrection	today.	The	word	is	
effective.	At	the	same	time,	the	
proof	of	the	resurrection	is	also	
observed…experienced	through	
the	love	and	righteousness.	And	
that	can	only	happen	because	God	
resides	inside	by	faith.		
	
	
	
	
	


